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Reverting to form 


Nick Griffin hates democracy. He’s made that 
abundantly clear over the years. He once said 
“When the crunch comes, power is the product 
of force and will, not of rational debate”. 
Now he is using this philosophy in relation to 
his own leadership election. Instead of a fair 
election battle, Griffin is using every trick in the 
book to undermine, belittle and remove his 
political opposition. 

If this is how he deals with his opponents just 
how would he act if he ever got his hands on real 
power? The answer may lie on the front cover of 
the same issue of the magazine that carried the 
above quote. It carried a picture of a noose, 
which he suggested should be used on all those 
who had allowed non-whites into Britain. 


Justice delayed 


Last month the first senior member of the 
Khmer Rouge regime was sentenced for his part 
in the atrocities in Cambodia between 1975 and 
1979. Kaing Guek Eav, better known to his 
victims as Duch, ran the Tuoi Sleng jail where 
prisoners were beaten and tortured before being 
sent to the killing fields. An estimated 1.7 million 
people were killed by the Khmer Rouge’s policies 
and despite the regime being overthrown in 1979 
by the Vietnamese it has taken more than 
30 years to bring a single person to justice. 

The court heard how Duch described how the 
heads of babies were smashed against trunks of 
trees to save bullets. 

It has been a long and difficult road to bring 
Duch to court but hopefully his conviction will 
be the first of many and the process itself can help 
the country heal its wounds. There has been 
unsurprising opposition from supporters of the 
old regime but also reluctance from some 
countries for the process to begin much earlier. 
China was a major supporter of the regime, while 
the terror inflicted by the US war in Vietnam laid 
the path for the Khmer Rouge victory. 

Let’s hope that Duch is the first of many 
but more importantly we need to ensure that 
future victims of genocide do not have to wait 
30 years for justice. 


Learning the lessons 


Over the past few years the BNP has begun to 
occupy the political space in many communities 
previously dominated by the Labour Party. 
Let us hope that Labour's new leader will find a 
way to reconnect with communities it has lost 
and so shut out the fascists once more. ~= 


Investigation Griffin plays dirty 
tocling onto 
BNP leadership 


Nick Griffin is currently facing the biggest challenge to 
his leadership of the British National Party since he took 
over the role from John Tyndall in 1999. So frightened is 
he that he might be ousted from his position of supreme 
power in the party that he has resorted toa series of lies 
and dirty tricks to prevent a leadership election taking 
place. Sonia Gable investigates the BNP’s take on internal 
democracy and considers the longer term consequences 
of the bitter dispute. 


Leader under threat: 
Nick Griffin 
Photo: David Hoffman 


ominations opened for British 
National Party leadership 
challengers on 20 July and 
will close on 10 August. 
During those three weeks a serious 
contender has to ensure that at least 
20% of the claimed 4,200 individuals 
with a continuous period of 
membership of two years or more send 
in their official party forms in support. 

That would be a hard task in itself, as 
the party has not released a list of who 
those members are, despite a request 
from Eddy Butler, the party’s former 
national organiser, who has been 
building his campaign since shortly 
after the party’s disastrous election 
results in May. The BNP cites “data 
protection” constraints, but Butler has 
countered that use of membership 
information for the purposes of an 
internal election is permitted. 
Certainly such information is made 
available to candidates standing for an 
election in genuinely democratic 
parties without difficulty. 

But other parties are able to hold a 
leadership election on a civilised basis of 
equality and respect between the 
candidates. In the BNP a potential 
leadership challenge — it is not yet 
an election — is seen as a plot by 
its enemies. 

“Most BNP Internet users will be 
aware by now of the huge and 
coordinated campaign of disinforma- 
tion and black propaganda directed 


Eddy Butler and Nick Griffin 


against the British National Party and 
its leadership,” wrote Nick Griffin, the 
BNP leader, on the day nominations 
opened, in response to issues raised 
by Butler. 

“This operation clearly originates 
with the extremely well-funded far- 
left/Zionist front group Searchlight,” 
continued Griffin, dismissing Butler’s 
concerns while also playing to the 
party’s large antisemitic constituency. 

The campaign has become so nasty 
that one supporter on Butler’s blog even 
compared the BNP unfavourably to the 
hated Labour Party. “We should be 
having the debates and conducting 
ourselfs [sic] like Labour in public 
regarding leadership change,” said the 


anonymous commenter. 


Suspended 

Known supporters of Butler have been 
suspended from the party or excluded 
from meetings. Dr Andrew Emerson, 
who has stood as a BNP candidate in 
numerous elections since he joined the 
party in 2005, turned up at a local party 
meeting only to be warned that he 
would be physically kept out. His only 
“crime” had been to write an article on 
Butler’s blog criticising some aspects of 
Griffin's leadership. 

Accusations have been levelled 
against Butler based on distortions and 
outright lies, such as the hazy video, 
shot by Clive Jefferson, Griffin's loyal 
sidekick, that purportedly showed 


BNP leadership contenders, though only two are serious: Derek Adams, Richard Barnbrook 


Butler spending the night with black 
prostitutes in a Belgian brothel in Ypres 
during a BNP trip to visit the European 
Parliament last December. Butler says 
the video was shot in a regular bar and 
there were no prostitutes. 

Some prominent supporters of Butler 
have been suspended “pending an 
investigation into alleged serious 
breaches of the BNP Code of 
Conduct”. At least six people have 
received a letter from Jefferson, head of 
the partys elections department, 
prohibiting them from taking part in 
any BNP event during their suspension. 
Failure to comply “could result in 
your expulsion from membership of 
the Party, and Civil or Criminal 
proceedings being taken against you,” 
the letter warned. Those suspended 
include Peter Phillips, Butler's 
campaign manager. 

Jefferson’s letter does not set out the 
alleged breaches of the party's code of 
conduct. Butler claims there is no 
reason other than their support for him. 
However, Paul Golding, the BNP’s 
national communications officer, in a 
long “open letter” to Butler on 23 July, 
claims they had breached data 


protection rules that allegedly require 
that “sensitive personal confidential 
data must ONLY be handled by legally 
registered party officers”. He goes on to 
explain — with the help of more capital 
letters to ensure even the thickest of 
BNP members does not miss the point B= 


— that Richard Trower, who was a party 
officer, handed a BNP membership list 
“to two people who were NOT legally 
registered officers of the party”, with the 
result that all three were suspended. 
Similar events in Liverpool resulted in 
three more suspensions. 

Griffin, of course, as party leader has 
full and free access to the BNP 
membership list whenever he wants. 
Trower was presumably only trying to 
adjust the balance to give Butler a 
chance to identify potential nominees to 
approach for support. 

But a level playing field is the last 
thing Griffin wants. Afraid that Butler 
might yet succeed in obtaining the 20% 
support he needs, he has pulled out all 
the stops to ensure that the rules are 
heavily tilted in his direction. 

The BNP constitution requires that a 
member who stands for election as 
chairman must have “secured the 
signatures on his or her nomination 
paper of not less than 20% of the 
Individual Members with 24 calendar 
months of Continuous Membership”. 

The rules are silent on the design of 
the form. For some weeks Butler has 
encouraged his supporters to 
download a simple nomination form 
with space for 20 members to write in 
their name, signature and membership 
number under the statement “I agree 


to nominate Eddy Butler as a 
candidate for the British National 
Party leadership election for 2010”. 
That would seem enough to verify that 
nominators are genuine. 


New rules 

Yet just six days before nominations 
opened Jefferson produced a raft of 
new rules. Nominations could only be 
made on official, individually numbered 
forms sent by post to “all members 
eligible to nominate and vote in a 
leadership election”. 

Members must sign the form and give 
their telephone and mobile numbers, 
email address, membership number and 
date of birth. The form will be declared 
void “if any required information is 
missing”, something that Butler says 
potentially excludes any member 
who does not have all three means 
of contact. 

In addition, the member's signature 
must be witnessed by a person who has 
to give their full name and address. 
This is a transparent attempt to make 
the process harder for members who 
might be isolated from other members 
and might not want to tell potential 
witnesses among their friends, 
neighbours and relations that they are 
members of the racist party, or cannot 
find anyone happy to give their details to 
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the BNP, which has twice lost lists that 
mix “contacts” with actual members. 
It is notable that the form omits any 
statement that personal data of 
witnesses will not be recorded and used. 

Those forms must be returned 
directly to Andrew Brons, MEP, the 
party’s “scrutineer” by noon on 10 
August. Forms “collected by a third 
party”, such as Butler, will not be valid. 

As if these requirements did not make 
it hard enough for Butler, the form only 
contains one candidate’s name, the 
only one who does not actually need 
signatures. There are two boxes to “cross 
or tick”. The first reads: “I am content 
with Nick Griffin continuing in his role 
as duly elected leader for a further year 
and therefore do not wish to nominate 
an alternative”. Biased or what? 

The second states: “I would like 
to nominate” followed by a space in 
which nominators must print, in 
block capitals, the name of one of 
the candidates who have consented to 
nomination. The candidates can be 
found on the BNP website or by 
phoning the BNP’s Belfast call centre, 
which is firmly under the control 
of Griffin. 

A day before nominations officially 
opened the BNP website announced 
that there were in fact four candidates 
standing for the leadership of the BNP, 


New light on Collett ‘death threats’ 


AS PART OF HIS effort to put together 
enough nominations to challenge 
Nick Griffin for the party leadership, 
Eddy Butler and his supporters are 
travelling the country speaking at 
meetings of party members. 

At a meeting in Dagenham Butler 
shed light on the events leading up 
to the accusation that he, Emma 
Colgate and Mark Collett, the party’s 
director of publicity, were accused 
of “conspiring with a small clique of 
other party officials to launch a 
‘palace coup” against Griffin five 
weeks before the general election. 
All three were removed from their 
party roles. 

According to Butler, Colgate in her 
role as BNP staff manager went to visit 
the party's new treasurer, Dave 
Hannam, to see how he was settling 
into his new office. While there she 
overheard a telephone conversation 
in which Griffin asked Hannam to pay 


a credit card bill. When Hannam 
objected, saying it was a private bill, 
nothing to do with party business, 
Griffin allegedly said: “I’m the boss, if | 
say pay it off you just do it.” 

Eventually Hannam caved in but 
afterwards told Colgate that there 
were bad things going on in the 
party to do with finance. Colgate 
reported it to Butler, who was then 
national organiser. 

Somehow, Butler does not explain 
how, Collett learned about the 
situation and went to see Hannam. 
It seems that Collett blamed Jim 
Dowson, Griffin's management 
consult and _ fundraiser, whose 
unelected position of power in the 
party and lack of accountability is 
one of the main issues raised by Butler 
and his supporters. 

Hannam recorded the conversation 
with his former friend in which Collett 
ended up threatening to kill Dowson 


and handed the tape to Griffin and 
Dowson, who went to the media 
about it. The threats provided a 
“smokescreen” to cover up the serious 
concerns over the party’s finances, 
Butler claims. 

Paul Golding, the BNP’s com- 
munications officer, in an 
“open letter” to Butler rejects 
this version of events. 
He claims that shortly after 
the European election last 
year he noticed that | ™ 
Butler and Collett were 
“suddenly enjoying a 
cosy relationship” despite 
Collett’s “well-known 
‘hard-line’ Nazi position’, 
something that was strangely 
not a problem for Griffin and the 
BNP before Collett fell out of 
favour. Golding even refers to 
Collett by the  anti-fascist 
epithet “Naziboy”. 


On the campaign trail together: Eddy Butler, Richard Barnbrook and Nick Griffin 


including Griffin himself. Butler had 
for some time suspected the party 
would present a “spoiler” candidate in 
an attempt to divert some of his 
potential supporters, but was slightly 
surprised that there were two. 

Both appear ahead of Butler in the 
alphabetical list - a coincidence or a 


According to Golding, the 
“behind-the-scenes agitation of 
Butler and Collett” culminated 
} with them trying to 
recruit Hannam into 
an “ambush” of 
Griffin at a meet- 
ing of the party's 
advisory council 
after the election. 
“Their despicable 
” and underhanded 

plan was to falsely 
accuse Mr_ Griffin 
of financial wrong- 
doing, and when the 
Chairman turned to 
David Hannam for 
a rebuttal, he would 
remain silent, and by 
his silence he would 
condemn an innocent 


. Naziboy Mark Collett 


petty ploy to exploit the ultra short 
attention span of many BNP members? 
One is Richard Barnbrook, the BNP’s 
London Assembly member who had at 
one time been seen as a Butler 
supporter. His pitch for nominations 
tried to make a virtue of his failings, 
describing himself as “the man in the 


man as a thief, can you imagine 
such wickedness?” 

Strangely Golding applauds Griffin's 
decision not to release the Collett 
recording “as this would hand the 
media a huge weapon to use against 
us”. Yet Griffin did as good as hand over 
the tape by publishing all the details. 

Golding also has a go at Butler’s 
attacks on Dowson and the £162,000 
a year the party pays him. Claiming 
that “Butler is saying these things for 
purely tactical reasons” Golding 
reveals that Butler took a _ very 
different line in an email to a 
member who raised similar issues 
back in mid-2009. 

The BNP’s appeals “are run and 
conceived by people ... who doit fora 
living and have to be paid,’ Butler told 
Peter Lucas. “Your pathetic criticism at 
a time when the Party is fighting for its 
survival does you no credit. ... If 
you have a problem with this then 


beige suit, dyslexic and partial to the 
occasional drink”. 

Butler has described Barnbrook as 
being in a state of emotional turmoil 
after his partner left him, he was sacked 
as Barking and Dagenham organiser, he 
failed in his attempt to win back his 
Goresbrook council seat in a by-election 


you have no place in this Party,’ 
he continued, allegedly threatening 
Lucas with disciplinary action in the 
event of further complaints. 

In an amusing aside, Golding 
denounces some of the people whose 
support he has attracted, including 
“a new Chinese member who wants 
the BNP to become multicultural” 
That elicited a riposte on one blog 
from the Chinese member herself. 
Denying that she had said it, Claire 
Khaw added: “I was only invited to join 
in March 2010 precisely because the 
party had changed its constitution 
from an exclusively all-white party to 
a more racially inclusive one”. In any 
case, “| am only in a position to 
‘suggest’ changes that would make 
the party more electable” If they are 
accepted “it is because they 
are approved of by enough people, 
and not because | have sinister 
Chinese supernatural powers”. 


on 8 July, his performances in the 
London Assembly have deteriorated 
and “his main underlying problem 
has become more acute”, a reference 
to his partiality to rather more than 
an “occasional drink”. Apparently 
Barnbrook, who appointed Butler as his 
agent in the Goresbrook by-election, 
came under pressure from Jefferson to 
do Griffin the favour of standing as a 
stooge candidate, in exchange for a 
promise that he would again head the 
party’s list for the next London 
Assembly election in 2012. 

The other stooge is Derek Adams, 
who used to run a pub in Manchester 
that was used for a BNP victory rally 
after Griffin's election to the European 
Parliament last year. His platform 
amounts to very little: he loves the BNP, 
it is doing very well, but if you think a 
change is needed then nominate me, 
a “clean-hands candidate who will be a 
fresh face but who, unlike Mr Butler, 
has not sought to advance my candidacy 
by working with supporters who spread 
lies and black propaganda”. Despite his 
claim not to be “a stalking horse for 
undeclared and shadowy third parties”, 
his parroting of Griffin’s line shows that 
is exactly what he is. 

Griffin's own statement on the party 
website, which Butler complains was 
unfairly written after reading Butler’s 
own, arrogantly appeals not for support 
but for no election at all. “In ten years, 
our activists and I have turned this party 
from a bad political joke into a major 
factor in British politics. There is 
still much to be done, and it is best 
done under proven, principled and 
visionary leadership, without futile, 
time-wasting elections.” 

That provoked the response from 
Butler: “Sorry to inconvenience you 
Nick. You are in the process of 
bankrupting the party but you should be 
left unchallenged and no one should say 
anything about it? Right, dream on.” 

Despite Griffin's distaste —_ for 
elections, he has welcomed the 
candidacy of Barnbrook and Adams, 
though unsurprisingly not that of 
Butler. Writing on Twitter, Griffin 
declared: “Very glad to see Richard 
Barnbrook in leadership race. 
While we sometimes disagree on 
tactical points, he is an honest and 
dedicated party man. He'll raise 
real issues worth debating, rather 
than recycling Searchlight smears. 
Also, he and Derek Adams are both 
principled nationalists with no time 
for civic sell-outs who want to turn 
the BNP multi-culti. So now a good 


contest, though I aim to win!” 


If despite Griffin’s best efforts Butler 
manages to obtain the support of the 
requisite 840 members (20% of 
the 4,200 potential nominators), it is far 
from clear that an election will go 
ahead. Butler first refused to accept the 
BNP’s official nomination form, then 
changed his mind and urged his 
supporters both to send off the yellow 
forms to Brons and sign his own forms 
and return them to him. Even if the 
party’s mostly dim members manage to 
complete the forms correctly and send 
each to the right place, the two sets of 
forms are bound to differ. 


Legal action 

Butler has threatened to take legal 
action against the BNP if he is 
disqualified by the party’s “unconstitu- 
tional” leadership challenge rules. 
“If he [Griffin] attempts to frustrate 
the democratic process as laid out 
under the constitution then he will be 
legally challenged.” 

There are other ways in which Griffin 
could prevent an election taking place. 
Jefferson’s rules included a ban on 
challengers campaigning, running 
their own websites and raising money. 
Butler is appealing for donations and 
has maintained his blog in the face of 
Griffin’s blatant use of the party’s main 
website in praise of his leadership and to 
attempt to answer Butler’s criticisms. 
And since nominations opened, Griffin 
has sent almost daily communications 
to the party’s claimed 60,000-strong 


BNP “consultant” 
Jim Dowson (left), 
right-hand man to 
Nick Griffin 
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email list, appealing in language verging 
on desperation for donations to save the 
party from the latest legal action against 
it, but at the same time keeping his 
leadership in front of the members. 

Challengers also have to obtain the 
signatures of 20% of the elite “voting 
members”, of whom there are only 
278 nationally. These are members of 
at least two years’ standing who also 
meet activist or donor criteria and 
have attended a party training school. 
Even if Butler obtains the required 
840 supporters, it will be for nothing 
if they do not include at least 56 voting 
members. 

Even then, there is a third hurdle that 
no one on either side has yet 
mentioned. According to the BNP 
constitution, candidates have to obtain a 
10% vote at a meeting of the “founders’ 
association” held between 11 and 31 
August. Who the members of the 
“founders’ association” are is not defined 
but it is understood to be people who 
were paid-up members before the 
party’s latest constitution was adopted 
in February and have remained 
members since then. 

It is possible that this requirement 
will be quietly dropped because the 
party cannot afford to organise a 
meeting. However the party is holding a 
“summer school” in the West Midlands 
over the weekend of 21-22 August, 
hosted by the head of the party’s 


training 


department Mike Howson, a Griffin 
loyalist. A founders’ association meeting 
could be combined with that event. 

Butler's challenge is probably the 
biggest rift in the BNP under Griffin’s 
leadership so far. Butler has attracted 
the support of several prominent 
party activists, although Griffin also 
has many around him who, despite 
the general and council election 
failures and extensive criticisms of his 
competence, still believe the sun shines 
out of his backside. 

Perhaps confident that Butler cannot 
win, Griffin has taken time out from his 


BNP on verge 


ONE OF BUTLER’S accusations against 
Griffin is that he has_ recklessly 
involved the BNP in a series of 
expensive and avoidable legal cases. 
Griffin claims that they were either 
worth every penny or were part of a 
plot against the party. 

The most stupid must surely be the 
Unilever case, which the Sunday 
Mirror claimed has cost the party 
between £70,000 and £170,000, 
though Butler has variously 
suggested £40,000 or £30,000. 

Unilever took action when the BNP 
placed a version of the party's 
general election broadcast on its 
website that showed an image of a 
jar of Marmite - which advertises 
with the slogan “Love it or hate it” 
next to the words “Love Britain Vote 
BNP”. Unilever began action for 
breach of copyright which the BNP 
settled for undisclosed damages. 

Griffin has given various 
contradictory explanations for his 
action but most recently has claimed 
ridiculously that Unilever’s threats 
generated a “gargantuan wave of 
national and international publicity” 
that the party could not have 
afforded to buy. 

Another action the party was 
forced to settle, again for an 
undisclosed sum, was a claim for 
unfair dismissal brought by a 
former party employee, Michaela 
Mackenzie. Although Griffin signed 
an agreement in front of an 

Employment Tribunal and legal 

representatives to pay her the 

agreed sum by 14 July, he has 


campaign to stay in office and jetted off 
to the south of France with his family 
and Jim Dowson and his family for the 
wedding of one of Dowson’s daughters. 
Dowson is the convicted criminal who 
is Griffin’s right-hand man in the party 
and in effect owns the BNP, controlling 
its assets, finances, the Belfast call centre 
and the party’s newly opened training 
and operations centre in Stroud. 
Dowson can easily afford a lavish 
wedding abroad. According to Richard 
Edmonds, who asked Dowson at a 
BNP advisory council meeting how 
much the party pays him, he receives 


of insolvency 


reneged on the deal, claiming be 
preparing a counter-claim. Butler’s 
response: “Does he never learn his 
lesson? Double or quits again.” 
Mackenzie is now petitioning to 
make Griffin bankrupt. 

One case Griffin could not avoid 
was the action by the Commission 
for Equality and Human Rights over 
the BNP’s_ racially discriminatory 
constitution. Butler argues it has cost 
the BNP £300,000 so far because 
Griffin dragged it out unnecessarily 
and then presented an_ over 
complicated constitution, “92 pages 
of nonsense’, which still did not 
meet the court's requirements, but 
“dramatically increased Nick Griffin's 
personal power”. 

Even now the case continues 
because the Equality Commission 
believes Griffin's document - still 
discriminates. If the BNP is found in 
contempt of court, its assets could 
be seized and held until it complies 
with the court’s order in March to 
make its constitution free of racial 
discrimination. That would cost the 


party up to £3,000 a day. 

Apart from these three legal 
actions, Butler alleges that he, 
Colgate and Butler were not 


effectively or legally dismissed 
from their party jobs, so are owed 
thousands in unpaid _ salaries. 
There is also an ongoing case against 
Kenny Smith, lan Dawson and Steve 
Blake, three of the party rebels of 
winter 2007/08. Butler puts the cost 
of this at £75,000. And Simon 
Bennett, the party's former 


£162,000 a year for consultancy and 
managing the call centre. 

Whether or not Butler succeeds in 
forcing a leadership election in October, 
it is difficult to see how the party can 
return to normal after all the nastiness 
and lies. If Griffin prevents an election, 
by fair means or more likely foul, 
Butler's supporters are likely to be 
followed out of the party by those who 
are disgusted by the attacks and smears 
against Butler and his attempt to 
manipulate the election. 

There are a number of options. 
The first, staying in the BNP in the 


Michaela Mackenzie 


webmaster, alleges that the party 
failed to pay him for his work. 

All these costs mean that the BNP 
is unable to pay its bills, Butler told 
a meeting of his supporters in 
Dagenham on 20° July. Party 
employees received their June 
salaries very late. The party is four 
months behind with rent on its West 
Midlands depot and gas, electricity 
and telephone bills have not been 
paid. Printers in Halifax and Rugby 
have been “knocked” The latest 
members’ bulletin is shoddy and the 
party had to hold the latest issue of 
its Voice of Freedom newspaper in the 
depot until it could find the £300 
needed to post it out. 

Meanwhile Griffin is busy sending 
almost daily emails soliciting dona- 
tions, appealing to the spirit of 
“Waterloo, Trafalgar, Rorke’s Drift, 
the Somme, Dunkirk, the Battle of 
Britain, D-Day and the Falklands” 
To respond would simply be to pour 
money into a bottomless pit. 
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interests of “nationalist unity”, is likely 
to be too hard to stomach for many, and 
in case a Griffin victory is likely to result 
in expulsions. 

The second is to join another party. 
Some are looking at the National 
Front, a tiny opponent of the BNP on 
the far right, which has attracted a few 
BNP defectors and is said to be actively 
poaching BNP members. However if 
Butler’s supporters are genuine in their 
desire for accountability and 
administrative and financial 
competence, they are hardly likely to be 
attracted to the NF, a hardline racial 
nationalist party with little proper 
internal structure. 

Other possibilities are the UK 
Independence Party, though many BNP 
supporters have already rejected that 
party’s very different ideology. More 
dangerously, activist elements might 
turn to the English Defence League 
and bring to it a more coherent fascist 
political outlook. 

Alternatively they might form a new 
party, something likely to be extremely 
hard unless the BNP collapses, leaving a 
few thousand members looking for a 
new political home. Even then, it would 
take many years before a new party 
gains name recognition among the 
electorate and media. 

As for the BNP, it has recovered 
before from the departure of key 
activists after a split. Griffin has a track 


record of electoral success, at least up to 
2009, that plays well with the members, 
who may well accept at least partially 
his attempts to spin the 2010 results in 
the party’s favour and appeal to their 
innate victim mentality. 

However Butler’s accusations of 
financial incompetence and money- 
wasting on reckless legal actions may 
make it difficult for the party to attract 
the continued donations it needs to 
maintain its administrative apparatus. 
Butler has declared that donations have 
dried up, but in the absence of the 
financial transparency he so deplores, it 
is impossible to verify this claim. 

If Butler wins, he has promised to stay 
as leader for only one year. In that 
period he says he will rewrite the 
constitution, reform the party's 
administration and ensure that 
resources get pushed to the “front line” 
rather than into expensive court cases, 
as he told a meeting of supporters in 
Dagenham. He will then make way for 
a new leader who he is confident will 
emerge once Griffin, who suppresses all 
competing talent, is out of the way. 


No political differences 

Butler’s case against Griffin is based 
on his alleged administrative and 
financial incompetence. He has not 
raised any political differences. Some 
have described Butler as being on the 


> & 


party’s “liberal” wing, if there is such a 


(left) The veteran nationalist Richard 
Edmonds (centre) announced his support 
for Eddy Butler's leadership challenge, 
followed by the BNP’s former Redbridge 
councillor Julian Leppert (above) 


thing. However Julian Leppert, the 
BNP’s former Redbridge councillor 
who recently came out in support of 
Butler, says: “Eddy is an unadulterated 
born nationalist and patriot who 
would bleed red, white and blue if you 
cut him’. 

That Butler is no liberal is apparent 
from the supporters he has attracted. 
They include Mark Collett, famed for 
his appearance in the Channel 4 
documentary Young, Nazi and Proud, 
Edmonds, who was responsible for the 
Holocaust denial publication Holocaust 
News, and Leppert, who at a council 
health scrutiny meeting said 
immigrants from Africa and Asian 
should go back to their own countries 
and stop infecting the British people 
with TB. 

Griffin himself has given no 
indication of whether he would remain 
under a Butler leadership, no doubt 
because he is unable to conceive of the 
possibility of losing. His main long- 
term aim is to get himself re-elected to 
the European Parliament, something 
that would be near impossible as an 
independent, outside the BNP. 

Whatever happens, the BNP is not 
dead yet and is now setting its sights 
on next year’s elections to the Welsh 
Assembly and another round of 
council elections, campaigns that may 
serve to reunite the party going into 
next spring. 


Griffin looks to Europe 


David Williams reports on Nick Griffin’s election as 
vice-president of the latest pan-Europe fascist group 


LIKE SIR OSWALD Mosley before 
him, Nick Griffin was spurned by the 
British electorate and, like Mosley, he 
has reacted to this rejection by setting 
his sights on Europe. 

Griffin has set himself the goal of 
securing his re-election as an MEP in 
2014 in an attempt to succeed Jean- 
Marie Le Pen, leader of the French 
National Front (FN), as the grand 
old man of the European far right. 
Griffin also believes that by concen- 
trating his efforts on Europe he 
can have a greater impact on British 
politics than he can at a domestic level. 
Mosley harboured similarly grandiose 
ideas, which got him precisely nowhere. 

Where Mosley had the National 
Party of Europe (NPE), Griffin has 
the Alliance of European Nationalist 
Movements (AENM). To give Griffin 
his due, the AENM is a marginally 
more impressive edifice, functioning as 
an umbrella group for the non-aligned 
group of far-right MEPs in the 
European Parliament. Although little 
has been heard of the group since its 
inception in October 2009, the AENM 
recently staged its first general assembly 
in Strasbourg on 16 and 17 June. 

The AENM was formed on 24 
October 2009 in Budapest but it was 
not until 20 January 2010 that it 
formally signed a joint constitution and 
programme, a minor miracle in itself. 
Previous attempts to forge a pan- 
European far-right grouping, including 
most recently the Identity, Sovereignty 
and Tradition (ITS) group, founded in 
2007, have failed as a result of inter- 
nationalist rivalry and racism. Indeed 
the ITS lasted less than a year. 

When the ITS was founded, the far 
right in Europe, particularly the French 
National Front, was in a far stronger 
position in the European Parliament 
than now. The ITS had 20 MEPs, 
enough to form an official bloc, 
which the AENM is not. These MEPs 
represented the FN, the Belgian 
Flemish Interest, the Austrian Freedom 
Party (FPO), Bulgaria’s Attack, the 
Greater Romania Party, Tricolour 
Flame and the Social Alternative from 
Italy and, from Britain, Ashley Mote, 


the disgraced and subsequently jailed 
benefit fraudster who had been expelled 
from the UKIP. 

Compared to the ITS the AENM 
has even less prospect of success. It has 
only eight MEPs, drawing the bulk 
of its support from extremist groups 
with little or no traction with their 
electorates at home. 

However, having officially committed 
the BNP to the AENM in November 
2009, Griffin appears determined to 
make the group work, for his own 
benefit at least — his appointment as vice 
president was one of the few points of 
interest to come out of the AENM 
conference. It followed his failure to 
win election as MP for Barking, 
which according to the BNP “gave our 
Chairman more time to concentrate on 
the new AENM project”. 

Bruno Gollnisch, deputy leader of 
the FN, is the group’s president and 
will set its agenda. According to a 
press release from Tricolour Flame, 
Gollnisch will also “draw the position of 
political leadership to be developed in 
the near future”. 

Valerio Cignetti, the group’s Italian 
secretary-general , reported to the 
assembly “on the current situation and 
working plan” while its treasurer, 
Bela Kovacs from Hungary, reported 
on “the 2010/11 budget and on other 
economic issues”. The Strasbourg 
gathering represents the first “formal 
act” of the AENM since the lacklustre 
press conference held to announce its 
foundation late last year. 


Following the general assembly, 
“another meeting with other European 
movements” took place with the aim of 
rallying other disparate far-right groups 
to the AENM flag. It was followed by a 
press conference to “inform journalists 
and media about the present and future 
activities of the European Alliance of 
National Movements”. 

The AENM is desperate to increase 
its representation in the European 
Parliament. To gain recognition as an 
official group, and qualify for the 
funding this entails, it would need 25 
MEPs from seven EU member states, 
more than the ITS needed in 2007. 
Although nine parties have joined 
the AENM, only three have MEPs 
— the FN, the BNP and Jobbik. 
The other groups aligned with the 
AENM represent the detritus of 
the European far right. ~= 


Members of the Alliance of European Nationalist Movements 
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EDL leader scurries 


By Matthew Collins 


THE FAR-RIGHT English Defence 
League reacted badly to the unmasking 
of its secretive leader Stephen Yaxley- 
Lennon in last month's Searchlight. 

Confirmation that Yaxley-Lennon, 
who used the nom de plume Tommy 
Robinson while hiding behind a variety 
of masks and disguises, had also been a 
member of the British National Party 
may have come as little surprise to 
seasoned anti-fascists, but many in the 
EDL found it hard to believe that their 
leader had been unmasked as a racist, 
criminal thug. 

“Robinson” quickly removed his 
Facebook page and the various EDL 
administrators of numerous other 
Facebook pages and websites were 
flooded with imitators who appeared in 
the names of both Yaxley-Lennon and 
Robinson. The EDL issued a press 
release promising to “respond” to 
Searchligh?’s “article of lies” but as yet, no 
reply of any kind has been forthcoming. 

What has become clear is that the 
EDL is seriously underprepared for 
sustained media scrutiny and intrusion. 
The constant exposure of the 
amateurish playground nature of its 
internal squabbles is causing confusion 
and embarrassment. 

Formed only last year, the EDL 
mushroomed from a coalition of former 
football hooligans into an enormous 
street army with the propensity for 
large-scale disorder and city centre 
confrontations with the police. But its 


lack of a coherent political and 
ideological strategy has thrown up 
potentially explosive contradictions. 

The announcement that the EDL 
has formed both LGBT and Jewish 
divisions has caused discomfort not 
only among the hard core of heavy 
drinking “laddish” homophobes among 
its casual ranks, but also notably on 
the extreme far-right. The forming 
of self-interested “divisions” within 
the EDL umbrella conflicts with the 
organisation’s insular aims, but also 
highlights how desperate the EDL is to 
define itself as the complete opposite of 
what it in reality is. 

That Jews or members of the LGBT 
community can align themselves with 
and stand shoulder to shoulder with 
Nazi-saluting football hooligans, or 
worse still the likes of Mike Heaton 
who was imprisoned in June for 
stirring up racial hatred, says much 
about not only the endemic nature of 
Islamophobia in this country, but also 
the damage to the cohesive political 
narrative in this society. Of course, 
the tiny numbers of the Jewish and 
LGBT people who support the 
EDL are in no way representative of 
their communities, but the seemingly 
endless onslaught against Islam from 
the national media and an unnervingly 
uncritical acceptance of an identity 
agenda by some on the left have 
resulted in divided views in the wider, 
and generally secular anti-fascist move- 
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Yaxley-Lennon as “Tommy Robinson” 


ment on how best to tackle the growth 
of the EDL. 

The EDL is not as scientifically or 
chemically driven an organisation as 
those on the traditional far right in this 
country, but it is as dangerously toxic in 
sharing the features of knee-jerk 
reactionism and racism of both the 
BNP and the UK Independence Party. 
The EDUs growing pains are by and 
large a stark reminder that some of its 
key activists learned their politics back 
in the 1980s, when the hooligans that 
dominated the football terraces ran with 
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Last month's Searchlight unmasked Stephen 


into the shadows 


and accommodated thugs who held 
deep-rooted and unequivocal nazi and 
fascist beliefs, some at the very core of 
their gangs. While racism is the core 
dynamic and currency of the EDL, the 
supposed desire to defend the rights of 
the LGBT community as well as giving 
succour to, and receiving support from, 
the absolute and most ill-informed 
fringes of the Jewish community says 
more about the EDL relationship with 
the tabloid press than about adherence 
to nazi philosophy and principles. 
After Searchlight’s exposé of Yaxley- 
Lennon, the EDL held a series of 
emergency meetings and discussions, 
while Yaxley-Lennon went into hiding 
and his parents threatened to throw him 
out. The group has begun using Ulster 
loyalist language and imagery and 
attempting to forge relationships with 
people from one of the notorious 
football hooligan gangs in the province. 
It is also in the midst of a bizarre 
internal dispute, with one faction lined 
, up behind a convicted German nazi 
terrorist with a black wife and his 
friend, a disgraced former loyalist 
terrorist. Rudderless for almost three 
weeks, the EDL finally issued a 
statement on 12 July, acknowledging 
growing grievances and announcing a 
new structure of regional organisers. 
The statement concluded that “the 
English Defence League is ready to 
move on to the next step in our counter 
Jihad fight”. ~<a 


Nick Lowles explains why. 


he English Defence League is 

calling its protest in Bradford 

“The Big One” and with good 

reason. There are few other 
places in the country where an EDL 
protest will be seen as more 
provocative. Despite pretending to be 
opposed only to Islamic extremism, the 
EDL is going to Bradford to provoke 
the city’s large Muslim population. 

Almost a third of the people 
of Bradford are Muslim, the second 
highest proportion anywhere _ in 
England outside London. More signifi- 
cantly, the city experienced race riots 
in 2001 for which 200 people went 
to prison. The city’s reputation was 
destroyed, divisions between 
communities widened and deepened 
and the only beneficiary was the BNP 
which began to make significant 
breakthroughs in council elections. 

The scars of the 2001 riot run deep 
and the city cannot afford another. 
That is why we are doing everything 
now to prevent the EDL protest from 
taking place. 

There have been a number of 
EDL protests around the country, 
most of which the HOPE not hate 
campaign has ignored, preferring 
instead to concentrate on the BNP 
electoral threat. We have not sup- 
ported counter-protests but we have 
not opposed them either. While we 
found it slightly surprising that activists 
in key BNP threat areas would travel to 
oppose the EDL in other parts of 
the country only weeks before the 
elections, we kept our thoughts 
to ourselves. 

Now, in Bradford, we are speaking 
out against a counter-protest on the 
same day. 

For this we have attracted criticism. 
It has been argued by some that we are 
allowing the EDL a free passage in the 
city, that we are somehow breaking 
the anti-fascist tradition of No Platform. 


The case against a counter-demo 


Later this month English Defence League supporters hope to parade 
their hatred through the streets of Bradford and the HOPE not hate 
campaign is pulling out all the stops to prevent them. One thing we 
will not be doing however is to support a counter-demonstration. 


We refute both these allegations. 

We totally understand the desire of 
people to mark their opposition to 
the EDL and many find a counter- 
demonstration appealing. Perhaps in 
some places there might be a case 
for one but in Bradford we believe there 
is not. 

No EDL protest has actually been 
stopped by a counter-demonstration 
so the argument about No Platform 
does not hold. In almost every instance 
the EDL has held its static protest 
regardless of the actions of anti-fascists. 
More worryingly, some have led 
to disorder. 

To some extent the very fact that 
the EDL has been able to protest at 
all represents a defeat. That it has 
been able to do so regardless of 
counter-protests suggests that 
perhaps the tactic of counter-protests 
is not working. 

We also question the impact 
counter-demonstrations have on local 
people. Unfortunately much of the 
media coverage of earlier protests has 
presented a scene of two groups of 
extremists. This has especially been the 
case when there has been disorder or 
large-scale arrests of anti-EDL protests. 
The media coverage in Birmingham, 
Bolton and Manchester presented the 
anti-EDL protests in a negative light - 
hardly the best way to win hearts and 
minds of local people. 

Rather, we are putting all our efforts 
into stopping the EDL protest taking 
place at all. The Stop the March of Hate 
initiative, set up by the HOPE not hate 
campaign, is easily the most intensive 
anti-EDL campaign to date. We are 
literally going door-to-door asking 
people to sign our petition. Churches 
and mosques are distributing the 
petition among worshippers and trade 
unions have been mailing their 
members. A delegation of leading 
Bradford figures is going to see the 


Home Secretary and a legal case is 
being drawn up to challenge the EDLs 
right to protest. 

This, in our view, is our only option 
and sole focus. If thousands of EDL 
supporters manage to get into Bradford 
then we have already lost. 

We believe that Bradford cannot 
afford further disorder and we fear 
that thousands of EDL protesters 
descending on the city, matched by 
thousands coming out to oppose 
them, could well provoke it. And this 
time the city might not recover. 

Most progressive organisations in 
Bradford oppose a counter 
demonstration, including local trade 
unions, political parties, faith groups 
and community groups. Last month 
Yorkshire and Humber TUC added its 
opposition to a demonstration. 

And finally, let us be honest about 
what happened in 2001. Thousands of 
people came out to support an anti- 
fascist demonstration in protest against 
a planned National Front march. The NF 
demonstration was banned but a small 
group came into the city and began 
making Nazi salutes at the protesters. 
People had been standing around in 
hot weather for several hours with 
nothing to do, no direction and little 
purpose. They reacted to the racists, 
disorder ensued and two days of rioting 
began. Two hundred people, virtually 
all local Asians, went to prison for a total 
of 604 years. 

Anti-fascists have a responsibility to 
those attending demonstrations and 
to the communities we are supposed 
to protect. Another riot is the last thing 
the people of Bradford need and we 
owe it to them to do everything we can 
to prevent one. And that means 
stopping the EDL from coming to 
Bradford in the first place. 

The EDL is coming to Bradford to 
provoke another riot. Let’s not give 
them one. <i 


Local paper 
joins city 
campaign 
tostop 

the march 
of hate 


Paul Meszaros 


THE TELEGRAPH 
& ARGUS, Bradford’s 
local newspaper, is 
throwing its weight 
behind Bradford Together’s 
Stop the March of Hate 
initiative, set up to stop the 
English Defence League protest 
planned for the end of the month. 

In a series of articles and an editorial, 
the newspaper has even reproduced our 
petition and is encouraging its readers 
to sign up. 

In supporting the campaign, the 
T&A is joining forces with Bradford 
University, local religious leaders, 
the trade unions and the Chamber 
of Commerce. 

Bradford Together was initiated by 
HOPE not hate Yorkshire in response 
to the threatened EDL march in 
Bradford. Based on the model that was 
so successful in Keighley, Bradford 
Together brings together many 
different people and _ organisations 
across the district. The importance of 
this model is that it allows us to build 
the widest possible alliances in order to 
challenge the racism of the EDL and 
similar groups. 

Our first challenge was to make sure 
that we had a solid foundation for the 
project. In the first instance we got 
the support of the regional TUC and its 
affiliate unions. The backing of the 
trade union movement has been 


Deputy council leader Imran Hussain pledges his support to the campaign 


staunch and is a vital 
underpinning to the 
campaign. We were 
then able to secure the 
support of the local 
Labour Party before moving 
into the community. 

Because of the respect gained from 
the successful HOPE not hate 
campaigns and because of Searchlight’s 
longstanding good name here, we 
quickly managed to get civic leaders on 
board. Early supporters of the 
campaign included the Bishop of 
Bradford, the University of Bradford, 
Bradford Chamber of Commerce as 
well as dozens of businesses and 
community groups. 

With Searchlight we were then in a 
position to launch our online petition 
calling on the Home Secretary to ban 
the march of hate. This brought an 
amazing response with over 2,000 
Bradfordians signing up. The churches 
in the district followed suit and signed 
paper petitions have come in from 
churches from throughout the district. 
Unite and Unison have mailed 
thousands of their members asking for 
their support for the campaign and 
signatures have started arriving from 
trade unionists across the city. 

These initiatives have been mirrored 
by community centres, shops and 
businesses asking for copies of the 
petition. It seems that people across 


Bradford not only oppose the EDL and 
its hateful ideas, but are absolutely 
determined to avoid the trouble that 
these marches attract. 

Our longstanding work with the 
different Asian communities in 
Bradford has also been vital in ensuring 
we have a message of hope from across 
the city. All the mosques in Bradford are 
being petitioned for support and we 
are receiving a fantastic response. 

In late July we took the petition onto 
the streets. Over 80 volunteers, almost 
all from Bradford itself, turned out on a 
sunny day to help gather signatures 
and talk to fellow Bradfordians about 
the dangers involved. Many of the 
volunteers had had no _ previous 
experience of campaigning but told us 
that they really enjoyed the event and 
felt that they had had an opportunity 
to make a real difference in helping to 
protect Bradford and our way of life. 
As well as collecting thousands of 
signatures we were able to create a bit 
of colour and generate some positive 
media stories. 

We believe that this is becoming an 
irresistible message as civic society and 
the citizens of Bradford are joining 
forces calling for the racists to be denied 
access to our city. The people of 
Bradford want to live in peace and they 
are sending out a very powerful message 
of hope. 

Home Secretary take heed. ~ 
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EDL activities lead to court appearances 


By Simon Cressy 


he inevitable result of the 

English Defence League’s 

insistence on taking violence 

around the country has been a 
series of appearances in the criminal 
courts over the past month. 

First through the revolving doors of 
justice was Kevin Smith of Brierley 
Hill, Dudley, who was found guilty by 
Dudley magistrates of religiously 
aggravated intentional harassment. 
Smith had placed a pig’s head on the 
wall of Dudley’s central mosque, located 
in the Castle Hill area. 

Smith, 52, was travelling to Newcastle 
to take part in an EDL demonstration 
when he stopped off to commit the vile 
act. Proud of his work, he uploaded 
photographs of the pig’s head to his 
Facebook page. 

His EDL Facebook friends must 
have forgotten that the EDL insists 
it only targets “militant Islam” not 
Muslims generally, as several of 
them took great delight in the 
pictures and left a host of offensive 
and racist comments. 

A number of anti-fascists reported 
Smith to West Midlands police and 
complained to Facebook. 

Smith was sentenced to eight weeks 
in prison, suspended for 12 months. 
Among the conditions imposed on him 
was an order that he stay out of the 
Castle Hill area. 

However Facebook has failed to 
removed the images from Smith's page, 
despite the large number of complaints. 
The pictures have been replicated on 
other EDL Facebook pages. 

Smith gleefully gloated on Facebook 
about the pitiful sentence he received 
and vowed to take part in the next EDL 
event in Dudley on 17 July, which 
erupted in violence. 

The next man before the courts 
was Martin Harris of Greenford, 
Middlesex. Harris, 24, appeared 
before Uxbridge Magistrates’ Court, 
charged with assaulting a police officer 


(above) the pig’s head placed on the wall of Dudley's central mosque by Kevin Smith 
(below) Kevin Smith, Martin Harris and Richard Price 


and a public order offence following 
an incident at a St George’s Day parade 
in Ruislip. 

The police accused the EDL of 
hijacking the parade from RAF 
Northolt and said between 70 and 80 
people were involved in disrupting it. 

Harris is said to have lunged towards 
police officers attempting to provoke 
violence. Following his arrest he 
continued to be violent and made a 
number of threats to a police officer. 

The charge of assaulting a police officer 
was dropped after Harris agreed to plead 
guilty to the public order charge. 

Harris’s defence lawyer denied that 
his client was a member of the EDL. 
However, Searchlight can confirm that 
Harris has appeared at a number of 
EDL events and is very close to Joel 
Titus, the EDL youth leader. 

Magistrates warned him that he faced 
a prison term when he reappeared for 
sentencing on 21 July. 


Also in court were three EDL 
members charged with offences that 
took place on the EDL demonstration 
in Aylesbury in May. 

Richard Price, the EDLs former 


West Midlands organiser and a 
convicted football hooligan, appeared at 
Aylesbury Magistrates’ Court charged 
with violent disorder. 

Charged with the same offence was 
Collum Keyes of Birmingham. Keyes, 
23, pleaded not guilty. 

Both were released on conditional 
bail, preventing them from attending 
any EDL demonstrations until their 
next appearance at Aylesbury Crown 
Court in August. 

Appearing with them was Daryl 
Hobson from Worthing, West Sussex. 
Hobson pleaded not guilty to a 
charge of threatening and abusive 
behaviour and was bailed to reappear 
at Aylesbury Magistrates’ Court in 
November. ~= 


The battle has begun 


Two years into his administration Barack Obama is facing a resurgent right-wing 
opposition. Matthew Collins reports from last week’s HOPE not hate tour with 
Devin Burghart of the Institute of Research and Education for Human Rights 


OVER TWO HUNDRED thousand 
drilled and organised, a couple of 
million more were ready to donate and 
be organised, led and galvanised by a 
million-strong march on the capital. 
“Middle America” is rising in large 
numbers not just against its black 
President, but against all those who 
felt theyd seen their American 
dream come true with the election of 
President Obama. 

Not two years ago, we shared a tiny 
bit of the new American dream, even if 
we knew that not all Americans would. 
An African American was sitting in the 
Oval Office as President of the United 
States of America. It had been a 
seemingly impossible prospect not 
more than a year before. In boxing 
parlance, the young contender from 
Chicago was up against some enormous 
heavyweights, even from within his own 
stable. He was set on a course that he 
hoped would change an America 
dogged by war and foreign policy, 
armed with a vision of redressing its 
domestic inequalities and shortfalls. 
He was the progressive candidate who, 
like in some cheesy Hollywood B 
movie, went on to win the title. 

Devin Burghart of the Institute of 
Research and Education for Human 
Rights has still got his Obama t-shirts 
and obligatory baseball caps. But he’s 
also got list upon list of the mounting 
attacks on the President from the 
suited and booted former Klansmen 
and militia groups “taking tea” with 
the __ultra-conservatives, | Christian 
nationalists and television evangelists 
who make up the “Tea Parties”, six 
different groups of the American right, 
armed with fear and loathing of 
progressive social change and a hatred 
of the President. 

The “Tea Parties” began their 
“fightback” against the new President 
the day he was elected and, laments 
Burghart, there was perhaps too much 
back slapping and jubilant resignation 
among those who helped push Obama 
all the way to the White House to 
mount a progressive defence against an 
unparalleled assault from those with 
interests vested elsewhere. 


Devin Burghart speaking at the Manchester 
meeting and below with Searchlight Cymru 


Devin spent six days last month 
travelling England and Wales on a 
speaking tour at the invitation of 
Searchlight as a warmer for his long 
awaited October report, which will 


firmly nail the disease spreading across 
America. His appointments grew, 
likewise his press interviews, as the trip 
continued and extended. Interest in 
President Obama still remains strong 
here as was evident by the large 
audiences in Manchester and London 
particularly. “Now we're learning from 
HOPE not hate,” Devin told us. 
“We have to go back to the people in 
America and show them that we still 
have to fight for those very things that 
people first voted for. 

“The challenge is not ordinary 
robust criticism of the President, not 
even some frustrations people may feel 
with the slow and _ challenging 
processes of the American political 
system. The challenge is the Tea Party’s 
warped sense of ‘taking back America’. 
We say ‘take back from whom, and give 
back to whom?” 


In modern America, it Is not 


who wields the greatest power but who 
wields the greatest influence over that 
power. ~= 


The real picture 
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rchlight hosts Labour organising conference 


ver 160 people packed into 

the upper hall at the 

University of London Union 
last month to discuss how the 
Labour Party could re-engage with 
local communities. The event, 
organised by Labour Friends of 
Searchlight, also brought together 
the candidates for the Labour 
Party leadership. 

Searchlight’s Nick Lowles opened 
the conference with an explanation 
of why it had been organised. 

“It might appear a bit strange that 
Searchlight is holding a conference 


about the future of the Labour Party. 


We are, after all, an anti-fascist 
organisation who combats right 
wing extremism. 

“But it is precisely because we've 


been involved in the fight against 
the BNP across the country, often 
in co-operation with local Labour 
parties, that we believe that we 
have something to contribute to 
the debate.” 

Dagenham and Rainham MP Jon 
Cruddas gave a keynote speech and 
argued that Labour had to rediscover 
the covenant between the party and 
its traditional supporters. 

Examples of good practice were 
given by HOPE not hate’s Sam Tarry, 
London Citizen's Neal Jameson and 
Caroline Badley from Birmingham 
Edgbaston. Caroline explained how 
her local Labour Party recruited 
hundreds of volunteers over the past 
couple of years who not only helped 
the party keep the seat against all 


predictions but made the party 
more responsive to the wishes and 
concerns of ordinary people. 

A series of skills workshops were 
followed by another keynote speech 
by Devin Burghart, Vice-President of 
the Institute for Research and 
Education for Human Rights and one 
of America’s foremost researchers on 
white nationalism, on the rise of the 
US right. Devin explained how the US 
right, from the Christian Coalition to 
the Tea Parties, was far more 
successful in community organising 
than the left. 

The day finished with a debate 
between the Labour leadership 
candidates, all of whom paid tribute 
to the work of Searchlight and 
HOPE not hate. 
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A meeting of minds 
BNP joins far-right junket to Japan 


By David Williams 


A British National Party representative 
will join other assorted European 
fascists, aligned with the Association of 
European Nationalist Movements 
(AENM), on a trip to Tokyo to meet 
members of the Nippon Issuikai, an 
extreme right group that denies the 
various atrocities and war crimes 
perpetrated by the Japanese military 
during the Second World War. 

The meeting between 11 and 18 
August will focus on “The Future of 
Nationalist Movements”. The French 
National Front (FN) says the conference 
will also examine the lessons that Japan 
can learn from the experience and 
achievements of European nationalist 
movements, some of which have made 
inroads in recent polls, and ways to 
maintain ties worldwide. 

The 20 AENM delegates are drawn 
from the FN, Jobbik (Hungary), 
Tricolour Flame (Italy), Flemish 


Interest (Belgium), National Renewal 
Party (Portugal), Freedom (Ukraine) 
and the BNP. 

The BNP’s delegate will be Adam 
Walker, the party’s recently appointed 
staff manager and president of its fake 
trade union Solidarity. Walker resigned 
from his job as a school teacher after 
it emerged that he had described 
immigrants as “savage animals” and 
“filth”. He has worked as a teacher in 
Japan and runs a martial arts academy. 

Two other delegates also speak fluent 
Japanese and have ties with the country. 
Bruno Gollnisch, leader of the FN 
delegation, has been a professor of 
Japanese language and civilisation at 
the University of Lyon since 1981. 
Jean-Marie Le Pen, the FN leader, has 
long admired Japan's __ restrictive 
immigration practices and received a 
visit from Mitsuhiro Kimura, the 
Nippon Issuikai leader in March 2003. 


Japanese atrocities in the Second World War 


DURING THE Second World War the 
Japanese military is estimated to 
have killed tens of millions of people, 
many of them ethnically Chinese 
who were considered Chancorro, or 
“below human’. 

During the “Rape of Nanking’, which 
began in December 1937, the 
Japanese Army massacred approx- 
imately 300,000 Chinese civilians in 
Nanking, which was then the Chinese 
capital. The Japanese also raped an 
estimated 20,000 Chinese women in 
what is described as “one of the 
great atrocities of world history” 
Rape became an_ institutionalised 
weapon of war for the Japanese Army. 

The Japanese forced at least 
80,000 to 100,000 women, perhaps 
more, to work as prostitutes or 


“comfort women” across Southeast 
Asia for the Japanese Army, 
historians estimate. 

More than 10,000 Chinese, Korean 
and Russian prisoners-of-war were 
slaughtered in the experimental 
facilities belonging to Unit 731, a 
special division of the Japanese 
Army that developed a germ warfare 
programme to help Japan win the 
war. Unit 731 engaged in a series 
of gruesome medical experiments, 
including human vivisection, 
sometimes without anaesthetic, on 
Chinese prisoners who were also 
used as fodder for testing biological 
weapons. 

More than 300,000 Chinese died 
as a result of Japanese biological 
warfare between 1938 and 1945. 


Bela Kovacs of Jobbik learned 
the language in his youth when his 
family served as diplomats in Japan 
for Hungary's former Communist 
government. 

While in Japan the 
delegation intends to visit the 
controversial Yasukuni shrine — 
the name means “peaceful country” 
— founded in 1869 by the Emperor 
Meiji and dedicated to over 2,466,000 
Japanese men, women and children 
who have given their lives for their 
country since 1853. 

To many, however, the shrine 
represents Japan's continued failure to 
atone for its appalling record of war 
crimes committed during the Second 
World War, because among those 
honoured by the shrine are 1,068 
convicted war criminals. This list of 
“venerable divinities” includes 14 
convicted “class A” war criminals, 


AENM 


Members of the Japanese Imperial 
Army tested cyanide gas on 
Australian and Dutch prisoners in 
November 1944 on Kai _ Islands 
(Indonesia). When they collapsed, 
Japanese military police stabbed 
them to death with bayonets. 

Roughly 27% of prisoners captured 
by the Japanese died in captivity in 
contrast to around 4% of Allied 
prisoners held by the Germans and 
Italians (though Soviet POWs fared 
much worse). 

Approximately 100,000 civilian 
“coolies” and 13,000 POWs — British, 
Dutch and Australian - died in the 
construction of the Burma-Siam 
railway during 1942-1943, a horrific 
episode depicted in David Lean’s film 
Bridge on the River Kwai. 


The controversial Yasukuni shrine honouring war criminals that Adam Walker will visit 


Photo: from Flickr by Joe Jones 


including the wartime Prime Minister 
General Hideki Tojo, who collectively 
were responsible for the deaths of 
hundreds of thousands of Allied 
servicemen and millions of Southeast 
Asians, the majority civilians. 

Nippon Issuikai is at the forefront of 
denying Japanese atrocities committed 
during the Second World War while 
paradoxically supporting the payment 
of compensation to Koreans and 
Taiwanese who fought for the Imperial 
Japanese Army. 

Of course the politics of denial are 
not new to the BNP, whose leader, 
Nick Griffin, spent many years denying 
the Holocaust as a “hoax”. 

The Nippon Issuikai, also known as 
the Wednesday Society, is one of the 
principal Japanese nationalist or “new 
right” groups. Its leader since 2000 is 
Mitsuhiro Kimura, a graduate of Japan’s 
prestigious Keio University. The group 
regards the Japanese government as an 
American puppet regime, wants the 
return of the emperor to Kyoto, the old 
Imperial capital, and steadfastly denies 
the countless atrocities committed by 
the Empire of Japan during the Second 
World War. 

The organisation was founded in 
1972 by followers of the famed novelist 
Yukio Mishima, an extreme right- 
winger who committed ritual suicide 


(seppuku) in 1970 following his failed 


attempt to persuade members of the 
Japan Self-Defence Forces to follow 
him in staging a military coup against 
the Japanese government. Issuikai is 
a very small group; one report stated 
that it had as few as 30 members. 
It remains influential in the Japanese 
media, however, with Kimura appearing 
frequently on television and writing 
opinion pieces in newspapers such as 
the respected daily Asahi Shimbun. 

Kimura was once on friendly terms 
with Uday Hussein, the psychopathic 
son of Iraq’s murderous dictator 
Saddam Hussein, who was killed in Iraq 
2003 by a US Special Forces Task Force. 
Kimura visited Iraq six times before the 
American-led invasion and received a 
wristwatch as a personal present from 
the Iraqi dictator. Kimura supported the 
Iraqi regime on the grounds that 
Saddam Hussein was cultivating a pan- 
Arab nationalism that would protect 
Arab culture from Western influence, 
while “correctly” demanding that “Israel 
leave Palestine”. 

Kimura also calls for the re- 
examination of the Security Treaty 
between Japan and the USA and 
demands the “total withdrawal” of US 
troops from Japan. It is partially 
Kimura’s hostility to US “hegemony” 
that has led him, since 2003, to reach 
out to other “nationalist” movements 
across the globe. a 


BNP revisionism 


IT IS NO SURPRISE that the 
British National Party is linking 
up with Nippon Issuikai as they 
share a common _ interest in 
rewriting history. 

Nick Griffin regularly tries to 
cloak himself in the glory of the 
Allied victory over Nazism during 
the Second World War, evoking 
the memory of wartime Prime 
Minister Winston Churchill and 
the Battle of Britain to give a 
patriotic veneer to his own 
battle against immigration and 
immigrants. But in reality the BNP 
has been at the forefront of 
seeking to cover up or deny 
outright many wartime atrocities 
including the Holocaust. 

Griffin has a long record of 
Holocaust denial and even today 
he refuses fully to acknowledge 
that the Holocaust happened. 
During the late 1990s he wrote: 
“lam well aware that the orthodox 
opinion is that six million Jews 
were gassed and cremated or 
turned into lamp — shades. 
Orthodox opinion also once held 
that the earth is flat ... | have 
reached the conclusion that the 
‘extermination’ tale is a mixture of 
Allied wartime propaganda, 
extremely profitable lie and latter 
witch-hysteria.” 

In 1996 Griffin picketed Coventry 
Cathedral in protest at a service 
being held to commemorate the 
Nazis’ destruction of Coventry in 
the Second World War. Griffin did 
not think the Nazis had anything to 
apologise for and described the 
service as a“guilt trip” 

An article in The Rune, the 
antisemitic journal Griffin edited in 
the 1990s, praised the “courage 
and sacrifices” of Waffen-SS 
soldiers while claiming in another 
piece that “the Waffen-SS were 
undoubtedly no worse than the 
troops of other nations 4 
including Britain! 

That the BNP leadership should 
think it appropriate to pay 
homage at the Yasukuni shrine, 
which commemorates some of the 
men responsible for the starvation, 
torture and murder of countless 
Allied servicemen, is perfectly in 
keeping with its long track record 
of seeking to defend the 
indefensible. 
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Nazis in the dock 


Three nazis have been sent to prison over the past month following their convictions 
for serious crimes. Simon Cressy reports. 


ne of the founders of 

the Aryan Strike Force 

has been sentenced to 30 

months in prison for inciting 
racial hatred. 

Michael Heaton, 42, was convicted 
of six offences of using threatening, 
abusive or insulting words likely to stir 
up racial hatred after a two-week trial 
at Liverpool Crown Court in June. 

He and his co-defendant, Trevor 
Hannington, 58, were cleared of 
soliciting murder. Hannington, from 
Cardiff, had previously admitted two 
charges of stirring up racial hatred and 
two further charges of possessing 
information likely to be useful to a 
person committing or preparing an 
act of terrorism. He was jailed for 
two years. 

Hannington admitted owning the 
Anarchist’s Cookbook, Kitchen Complete 
and The Terrorist Encyclopaedia, all of 
which are considered tools for 
someone preparing or committing an 
act of terrorism. 

Heaton and Hannington are not the 
first members of the shady ASF to be 
sent to prison. Two of its other leading 
activists were the father and son nazi 
terrorists lan and Nicky Davison. 

lan Davison from  Burnopfield, 
County Durham, was jailed for ten 
years in May for two terrorism offences 
and one charge of producing a 
chemical weapon, after police found 
the deadly chemical ricin at his home. 
The quantity found was thought to be 
enough to kill nine people. 

His 19-year-old son Nicky was 
sentenced to two years in a young 
offenders’ institution after being 


found guilty of possessing material 
useful for acts of terror. 

The ASF idolised Adolf Hitler and 
ran training days in Cumbria for 
members. Its slogan was “For blood, 
faith and honour”. 


The jury heard that both 
Hannington and Heaton published a 
string of vile messages on the ASF 
website, which the pair operated 
together from Hannington’s home, 
between January and June 2008. 
Hannington also admitted posting 
instructions for making a homemade / 
flame-thrower on the site. 

His hate-filled postings included the 
messages: “Kill the Jew, Kill the Jew, 
Burn down a synagogue today ... Burn 
the Scum”. 

Heaton, who pleaded not guilty to 
inciting racial hatred in relation to 
four comments on the site 
between January and April 
2008, wrote about Jews, “... 
they will always be scum, 
destroy ‘em with whatever 
it takes” and “| would 
encourage any religion § 
or race that wants to 
destroy the Jews, | hate 
them with a passion ...”. 

Police investigating the 
pair's activities found an 
armoury of weapons at their 
homes, including knives and firearms. 

Heaton’s bedroom was adorned in 
flags with symbols of far-right 
movements and a samurai sword 
hung above his bed. Around the 
house in Leigh, Greater Manchester, 
officers found batons, knives and 
knuckle dusters hanging on the 
walls, and a BB machine gun - a type 
of air gun - was also recovered at 
the property. 

In Hannington’s house police found 
an air rifle and daggers. 

Heaton, who is better known as his 
internet persona “Wigan Mike’, left 
the ASF after a bust-up with other 
members and founded the British 
Freedom Fighters, which is aligned to 
the Racial Volunteer Force. 

Heaton and Hannington regularly 


Say cheese: Aryan 
Strike Force 
founding member 
Michael Heaton 


attended English Defence League 
demonstrations around the country, 
together with other members of the 
British Freedom Fighters. 

Another Welsh nazi sampling Her 
Majesty's porridge for a period is 
» David Brinley Braddon of 
Llanbradach, Caerphilly. 

"> Braddon, 47, received 
)the maximum six-month 
. prison sentence last month 
\ after being found guilty 

in June of keeping a 
dog for fighting and of 
causing unnecessary suf- 
fering to a dog by failing 
to seek veterinary care for 
its wounds. 

He was also convicted 
of possessing equipment 
associated with training dogs 
to fight. Braddon, a tattooist 
and father of five, had 
admitted five counts of owning 
pit bull terrier type dogs at an 
earlier court hearing. 

Braddon was arrested following 
a major RSPCA investigation by 
covert inspectors after he was 
identified in several illegal dog 
fighting magazines. RSPA officers 
joined South Wales Police during 
a search of Braddon’s home in 
Glyn Llwyfen, Llanbradach in March 
last year. 

They discovered five pit bull terrier 
type dogs living in kennels at the 
rear of the property as well as two 
treadmills with attachments for dog 


collars. Braddon also had weighing 
scales and a bottle of the penicillin 
Duplocillin, which is used to treat 
injured animals. 

One of the dogs fitted the name, 
photographs and descriptions in 
several magazines and dog fight 
reports seized by the RSPA as part 
of an ongoing investigation into 


organised dog fighting. 

Caerphilly Magistrates Court also 
banned Braddon from _ keeping 
animals for 15 years. He was told he 
cannot appeal the ban for 10 years 
and was ordered to pay £1,000 costs. 

Chief Inspector Mike Butcher of the 
RSPCA said the case represented a 
“major breakthrough” as Braddon was 
a major figure among the British dog 
fighting community. 

In nazi circles Braddon is better 
known as Brad, a white power 
musician who was a member of the 
notorious racist bands Brutal Attack, 
Celtic Warrior and Blackout. 

In the 1990s he was involved in the 
nazi terror group Combat 18 and his 
tattoo parlour was the centre of local 
nazi activity. Among his inner circle of 
friends was Shaun Leighton-Jones, 
who was imprisoned for six months for 
his part in the infamous No Remorse 
CD, Barbecue in Rostock. 

Leighton-Jones’s role in taking the 
master tape to the CD manufacturers 
was first revealed in Searchlight in 
1997. That report prompted the police 
investigation that eventually led to his 
conviction. Photographs of Braddon 
and local children giving Nazi salutes 
were found at Leighton-Jones's house. 

Braddon fell out with Combat 18 in 
1999 and, like many within the Blood 
and Honour nazi music operation, 
later switched allegiance to the 
extreme nazi British Movement. 
BM posters were regularly fly-posted 
around Caerphilly. <a 
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Violence Again 


Cross border extremism and the 
need for a European response 


By Robert Kushen, Managing Director of the 
European Roma Rights Centre in Budapest 


eports of violence against 

Roma in eastern Europe 

continue to make headlines 

throughout the region but the 

absence of data on the ethnicity of 

victims of crime makes it impossible to 

assess definitively whether, and to what 

extent, these cases mark an increase in 

attacks against Roma. 

What is indisputable, however, is 

the prevalence of such attacks in 

many European countries, many of 

which are racially motivated, and a 

level of institutionalised racism in 

many of these countries that is 

fanned by racist speech and acts 

by mainstream and extremist 

political parties and _ public 

officials, coupled with an often 

ineffective law enforcement 

response. The result of these 

converging factors is a climate 

that encourages violence against 

Roma people and impunity for 
attackers. 

Other contributors to this 
issue have described the circum- 
stances of the murder of Robert 

Csorba and his son in Hungary in 
February 2009, perhaps the most 
notorious killing of recent years and 
one of nine deaths of Roma in violent 
attacks in Hungary since the middle 
of 2008. 
Another heinous example of such 
violence was a firebomb attack in the 


Czech Republic in April 2009 that left 
a two-year-old Romani girl with life- 
threatening burns requiring extensive 
surgery. In this case at least, the Czech 
authorities moved swiftly to identify 
and prosecute several suspects with ties 
to nazi groups and ideology. A verdict is 
expected very soon. In Hungary, 
though, suspects in custody have yet to 
be brought to trial more than one year 
after the incidents and almost a year 
after their arrest, and similar assaults 
are continuing. 

In Bulgaria, Romania and Slovakia, 
Roma have been targeted in violent 
attacks that have included shootings, 
beatings, police abuse in custody 
(including of children) and damage to 
personal property. 

Lest there be any doubt about the 
corrosive effects of a failure to act 
swiftly and decisively against such 
violence, evidence emerged in the 
Czech case that some of the attackers 
had been inspired by the attacks in 
Hungary. At the time of the Czech 
firebombing, it appeared that the attack 
in Hungary would go unpunished 
because the Hungarian authorities 
initially denied that a crime had even 
been committed, and in April 2009 
there were still no suspects in custody. 
This did not go unnoticed by the 
Czech assailants. A police wiretap 
recorded one of the Czech defendants 
saying: “In Hungary they chucked their 


st Roma in Europe 


A supporter of Jobbik, the BNP’s Hungarian ally, adorns his head with a swastika and misspelt 
SS motto to attend a rally in Budapest last October 


petrol bombs in, waited for them to run 
out, and then shot them. Total dudes 
they are.” 

The rise of extremist politics in the 
region encourages such violence. In 
Hungary, the extremist Jobbik party 
catapulted to victory in European 
Parliament elections in 2009 and 
in national parliamentary elections in 
2010, campaigning on an explicitly 
racist anti-Roma agenda. In the Czech 
Republic, the extremist National Party 
ran television ads in the European 
Parliament election calling for a “final 
solution to the Gypsy question”. 
Although Czech authorities acted 
swiftly to pull the ads, the damage was 
already done as the message of the ads 
was replicated time and again through 
media reporting. In Slovakia, the 
Slovak National Party used racist 
advertising to secure its place in 
parliament with almost 12% of the 
vote, and was recently rewarded with 
the chair of the parliamentary Human 
Rights Committee. 

Unfortunately, anti-Roma rhetoric is 
not limited to extremist parties, nor is 
anti-Roma rhetoric and _ violence 
limited to eastern Europe. In Italy, 
representatives of the Northern League, 
including Roberto Maroni, the 
Minister of the Interior, have engaged 
in anti-Roma rhetoric on numerous 
occasions. In Copenhagen, in July of 
this year, the city’s Mayor, Frank Jensen, 
and Lars Barfoed, the Danish Justice 
Minister, broadly characterised all 
Romani migrants as criminals and 
advocated their immediate deportation 
(and indeed 23 Romanian Roma were 
summarily deported in possible 
contravention of EU law protecting 
freedom of movement). 

Hungary’s Civil Rights Ombudsman 
also made public statements drawing 


links between Roma _ people and 
“criminality”. Such declarations are not 
the same as violence, of course, but 
when officials spout anti-Roma venom 
it creates a climate that makes violence 
possible. In Italy, for example, two days 
after the Interior Minister called for 
Romani settlements to be razed and 
their inhabitants expelled, mobs in 
Naples did just that, one mob using 
Molotov cocktails to destroy one 
settlement, and another mob driving 
out Roma from another settlement 
using bats and rocks. In another 
example from the “old Europe”, dozens 
of Roma from Romania were driven out 
of Belfast, Northern Ireland, last year by 
concerted attacks of extremists. 

This is a European problem and not 
just a problem of national law 
enforcement, because extremists have 
been making common cause across 
borders. Extremist parties last year tried 
unsuccessfully to form an official 
fraction in the European Parliament, 
the British National Party has been 
providing support to Jobbik and 
nazi groups in Germany have been 
backing their allies in Austria, the 
Czech Republic, Hungary and 
Slovakia, among other places. 
Persons wearing the insignia of the 
now-banned Hungarian Guard were 
spotted last year at anti-Roma 
demonstrations in Romania. 

Open borders in Europe have 
facilitated Roma moving east to 
west, stoking anti-Roma sentiment. 
Open borders and electronic com- 
munication have facilitated the 
movement of extremists and extremist 
ideology as well. Such a European 
phenomenon demands _ concerted 
European monitoring, cooperation and 
response, in order to avoid even the 
spectre of another “final solution”. 
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Murderous anti-Roma 
hate campaign 


From Sarabjit Singh in Budapest 


THE 2010 CONFERENCE of the anti- 
racist youth network UNITED, held on 
the outskirts of Budapest, featured 
participants and keynote speakers 
from Roma organisations that have 
come under heavy racist pressure. 

Nine Roma people have been 
murdered over the past two years and 
many more have been seriously injured. 
This wave of racist violence has caused 
panic in Roma communities, prompting 
the organisation of local self-defence 
patrols against the violence and 
provocations of the Hungarian Guard, 
the banned paramilitary wing of the 
Hungarian nazi Jobbik party. 

But the Hungarian Guard and Jobbik 
are not the only problems. “Popular” 


anti-Roma prejudice is widespread. 
Vandals and hooligans frequently 
damage the Roma memorial in 
Budapest dedicated to those who 
perished in the Holocaust. One daubed 
message read “the only good Gypsy is a 


dead Gypsy”. 
Nazi white power concerts are held 
regularly throughout — Hungary, 


encouraging violence against Jews 
and Gypsies. One nazi song by Pannon 
Skins, titled “Gypsy-free zone’, includes 
the words: “We will do away with 
everything bad; a blazing gun is the 
only weapon | can win with. | will kill 
every Gypsy, adult or child ... when 
the job is done, we can post the sign 
“Gypsy-free zone”. 


It took the Roma MEP Viktoria Mohacsi to persuade the police to investigate a double racist 
murder Photo from flickr by dumplife (Mihai Romanciuc)'s 


Last year during the nationalist 
Magyar Sziget music _ festival, 
attended by about 12,000 people 
including many _ foreign nazis, 
skinheads went on a _ rampage 
against the Roma community in 
nearby Veréce, chanting “kill the 
gypsies” and assaulting a young 
child and a pregnant Roma woman. 
Roma families have also had to 
contend with Ku Klux Klan-style cross 
burnings and _ swastikas placed 
outside their homes. 

As a result of intimidation like this, 
many Roma families now live in a 
climate of terror and fear, wondering 
when they will next come under 
attack. Most of last year's racist 
murders occurred late at night when 
the victims were asleep. Six of the 
homes that were targeted in these 
murderous attacks were situated on 
the end of streets enabling the racist 
killers to escape more easily. 

To find out more about what these 
communities are facing, Searchlight 
teamed up with Roma human rights 
activists who are themselves on nazi 
hit lists and have received death 
threats, with their photos, names and 
home addresses published on nazi 
websites urging extremists to kill 
them. One human rights campaigner 
of Roma origin had her home 
firebombed when she spoke out 
against the killings. 

We visited Tatarszentgyorgy, a 
village 40 miles southeast of 
Budapest, the home of a family that in 
February 2009 suffered the racist 
murders of 27-year-old Robert Csorba 
and his five-year-old son Robika. 
Both were gunned down outdoors as 
they tried to flee their burning home 
after racists threw the Molotov 
cocktails into the building. Mr Csorba’s 
daughter was injured in the fire but 
survived with horrific injuries to her 
face and body. 


Fascist Hungarian Guard members parade in Budapest 


A year and a half earlier, several 
hundred uniformed members of the 
Hungarian Guard had staged a march 
in Tatarszentgyorgy with the anti- 
Roma slogan “Against Gypsy 
criminality’, but in the early stages of 
the police investigation officers 
refused to accept that a murder 
had taken place, let alone a 
racially motivated double murder. 
Only after the intervention of the 
Hungarian Roma MEP _ Viktoria 
Mohacsi, who strongly criticised the 
police handling of the case, did 
the police change their stance. 

At first, however, they suggested 
that the house fire was caused by an 
electrical fault despite the presence of 
gunshot pellet holes in  Robika’s 
bloodstained clothing. According to 
Ms Mohacsi, the police even issued 
swift statements “hinting that the 
Roma had been settling accounts 
among themselves”. 

It was then that the MEP wrote to the 


Hungarian national police chief Jozsef 
Bencze to urge him to order his force to 
investigate whether the killings were 
racially motivated and linked to other 
Roma killings. Four suspects, some of 
whom, it has been reported, have 
swastika tattoos, are now on remand 
in connection with the murders of 
nine Roma people across Hungary, 
including the Csorbas. 

Bencze now accepts that racism was 
the main motive for the murders and 
has declared this to be the “biggest, 
most complicated and most serious 
series of murders in the history of 
Hungarian criminology”. 

Meanwhile, none of the Roma 
families have received any compen- 
sation for their firebombed homes. 
Nor have the survivors, including 
children, of these deadly attacks 
received any counselling. 

Support has, however, come 
from abroad. Volunteers from the 
German International BAU Orden 


(IBO), a progressive organisation of 
construction workers and volunteers, 
and members of the Budapest- 
based Phralipe Independent Roma 
Association have offered to rebuild 
the homes that were destroyed in the 
arson attacks in Tatarszentgyorgy. 


Volunteers are still needed and 
financial assistance, from anti- 
fascists internationally, to help 


provide building materials etc will be 
welcomed. <i 


Donations can be sent to: 
Phralipe Fiiggetlen 

Cigany Szervezet 

(1084 Budapest, 
Tavaszmezo 6) 

OTP Bank 

IBAN — HU56-11706016- 
20825070-00000000 
SWIFT: OTPVHUHB 


International 


Paint against hate 


Our Hungarian correspondent Janosz Malterik reports from 


THE AREA BETWEEN Miskolc in 
the north and the Slovak border is the 
poorest in Hungary. Levels of 
unemployment are appalling, especially 
around Miskole which under the 
postwar Communist regime was home 
to heavy industry but went into rapid 
decline after the collapse of communism 
in 1989/90. 

With their jobs and livelihoods gone, 
many people left the area, leaving those 
who stayed in a state of desperation, 
above all the Roma, the poorest of the 
poor, who had provided the unskilled 
labour in Miskolc’s massive steelworks, 
but for whom nothing was left. 

The area includes Sajdkaza, a village 
badly hit by the recent floods in which 
the homes of the Roma — built from clay 
and dreadfully unstable — were the first 
to be swept away, but whose residents, in 
contrast to “white Hungarians”, were 
denied overnight sanctuary in the village 
cultural centre by their racist local 
council. The fact that damage 
assessments for insurance were granted 
only to those sheltering in the cultural 
centre meant that the Roma have lost all 


Bodvalenke, the village of hope 


their belongings and property without 
any hope of compensation. 

Then there is Edelény, a nearby town 
where there are few opportunities for 
the Roma to better their circumstances 
thanks to Oszkar Molnar, the mayor. 
Molnar achieved international notoriety 
last year, while a representative of the 
current governing party, Fidesz MPSZ, 
for spreading the vile rumour that 
pregnant Roma women were beating 
their bellies to produce mentally or 
physically disabled children to claim 
more state benefits. In today’s 
Hungary, one can win votes with 
such rhetoric, not least Molnar who 
now sits as an “independent” in the 
Budapest parliament. 

Even Miskolc’s Socialist mayor, 
Sandor Kali, talks like a racist, claiming 
recently that Roma people “do not know 
how to keep clean” and are “lice-ridden”. 
He is not alone among the city’s officials. 
His police chief last year declared that 
“the Gypsies” have “a special kind of 
criminality all of their own”. 

Outbursts like these are hardly 
surprising. At least 80% of the 


population, according to recent research, 
has built a psychological and social wall 
against the Roma, systematically 
excluding them from society. 

Another village in the area is 
Bodvalenke, a tiny community similarly 
ravaged by unemployment. Here, just 
5km from the Slovak border, all but two 
of the village’s 47 able-bodied residents 
are jobless. Most of the adults have not 
completed primary education, some are 
functionally illiterate. 

Bodvalenke’s situation could hardly 
have been worse: people crying out 
for work and no one prepared to invest 
in a place that boasts only a small 
grocery shop and not even a pub, a 
village facing a future of alarming 
poverty and deep depression. 

This is where Eszter Pasztor, a 
translator and one of the most 
committed Roma activists in recent 
years, came in to change all that, 
selecting Bodvalenke for an° almost 
magical transformation from a 
rundown collection of hovels into 
“Frescovillage Bodvalenke”. All it 


needed was to paint the colours of the 


rainbow and collective energy. 

Eszter’s underlying aim was to lift the 
Roma villagers out of their depression 
and imbue them with hope for the 
future, by awakening the belief that, 
with collective effort and solidarity, 
they could stabilise and regenerate 
their small community. The scheme also 
opened up the dual prospect of firstly 
showing that the “hated minority” can 
produce a project from their own 
culture of which the “majority” society 
can also be proud, and secondly reviving 
the village as a tourist attraction. 

The outside walls of the houses are 
now decorated with monumental, 
vibrant frescoes painted by well known 
Hungarian Roma artists including 
Ferenc Kunhegyesi, Jozsef Ferkovics, 
Janos Horvath, Robert Kékény and 
Gabor Varadi with the help of village 
children and teenagers. 

The project has produced wider 
benefits. A community centre, complete 
with computer room, has been 
established, which children are 
encouraged to use, not only for play but 
also for education. Adults too have 
started to grapple with the internet. 
For example, Miki, 35, who lost his 
parents when he was just ten, is learning 


to read with the help of the Hungarian 
sulinet internet programme. Non- 
Hungarian-speaking volunteers from 
around the world — most recently a 
Chinese girl from Australia - are 
travelling to Bodvalenke to lend a hand 
to the community. 

There are also setbacks. For example, 
three village boys, aged 8, 10 and 12, 
created a small farm in a building they 
had thoroughly cleaned and prepared, 
housing two goats, six hares and a few 
hens whose eggs they sold. But when 
their school term began, money was 
needed for registration and monthly bus 
passes for themselves and the other 
youngsters in their family. The family’s 
welfare benefit was soon used up, 
everyone went hungry and the animals 
had to be eaten. 

Progress is being made in small steps 
but ideas for the future are coming 
forward. Women who formerly worked 
at a clothing factory are looking at the 
possibilities of setting up a workshop 
making dresses, inspired by traditional 
Roma costumes and designs, to sell to 
tourists. Patterns have been made with 
the help of students at the Moholy 
Nagy Academy of Art in Budapest. 
All that is needed is the money to buy 


enough fabric to start production. 

Men in the village have found work 
again. As part of a government 
programme to provide decent 
accommodation to Roma people living 
in slum conditions, five families were 
moved out of houses built illegally, at 
the behest of a former mayor, on 
marshland surrounding the village, 
where not even the most elementary 
hygiene requirements were met. 
The newly formed Fresco Village Social 
Cooperative, whose members are 
villagers, demolished these houses. 
Then the Roma men made such a good 
job of landscaping the site that a 
businessman in a _ nearby village 
commissioned similar work from them. 

A dedication of the Bodvalenke 
frescoes, under the auspices of Laszlé 
Andor, the EU Commissioner for 
Employment, Social Affairs and 
Inclusion, took place on 19 June with a 
cooking competition, opportunities for 
visitors to paint a sculpture created 
for the occasion and famous Roma 
musicians and dancers improvising to 
the frescoes’ themes. 

One performance was especially 
sombre and breathtaking. A women’s 
choir from Sajokaza sang a lament in 
front of the painting by Gabor Varadi 
devoted to the memory of a Roma 
woman who was murdered, and her 
daughter seriously wounded, by racists 
last year. 

It is a measure of the solidarity that 
has grown among the villagers that a 
large part of the income from the day’s 
festivities was to be donated to the 
victims of the recent floods, among 
the worst in Hungary’s history. < 


Donations to the 
Bodvalenke Project can be 
sent to: 

Unicredit Bank 

IBAN: HU05 1091 8001 0000 
0046 6128 0007 

SWIFT (BIC): BACKHUHB 
www.bodvalenke.eu 


International 
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FPO leader aspires to be ‘blue caretaker’ of Vienna 


From Martin Jordan for UNITED in Vienna 


re Ny 

THE LEADER OF THE Freedom Party 
(FPO) will be the party's candidate 
for mayor of Vienna in October. 
Heinz-Christian Strache (above) was 
adopted with a 99% vote at a 
congress of his party’s branch in 
Austria’s capital at the end of June. 

Strache used the occasion to bind 
his party colleagues to a common 
campaign - without internal 
bickering. If elected he promises to be 
Vienna's “blue caretaker” (blue is the 
party's colour) who will put an end to 
criminal gangs from eastern Europe 
and mass immigration. 

The event was staged to 
demonstrate party unity, but the reality 
is somewhat different. In Carinthia, 
Strache was booed by party colleagues 
when consummating the merger of the 
Freedom Party with its stronger far- 
right rival in the province, the Alliance 
for the Future of Austria (BZO). 

In 2005, J6rg Haider, the notorious 
former FPO leader, split from his party 
to form the BZO. Although the new 
party failed nationally, it maintained a 
stronghold in Carinthia, where Haider 
had been provincial governor. Although 
it polled more than 45% in Carinthia in 


the 2009 provincial election, it was still 
suffering from the setback of Haider's 
car crash death in 2008. 

Amid internal wrangles over 
Haider’s political legacy, Strache 
somehow managed to gain the 
support of BZO hardliners, leading to 
a de facto FPO takeover of the 
Carinthian BZO that resulted in a 
change of name to Freedom Party in 
Carinthia (FPK) last December. 

Not all the BZO found the marriage 
acceptable and, in January 2010, 
the minority anti-Strache faction 
relaunched the BZO. It has also 
emerged that Strache’s manoeuvring 
for an electoral base in Carinthia has 
lost him erstwhile friends in the FPO 
because of the way he shepherded 
them into the FPK. Harald Jannach, 
the leader of the FPO in Carinthia, 
has resigned and key FPO officers, 
including Andreas Mélzer MEP and 
Strache himself, now belong to a 
newly combined FPO-FPK leadership. 

Strache hopes that as a result of this 
move Haider’s followers — almost half 
the province's voters — will switch their 
support to him. Without them, he 
would be hard pressed to improve on 


the 3% the FPO obtained in the last 
election in Carinthia. What Strache 
calls a “home-coming” of the FPO, his 
BZO detractors now call political fraud. 

Strache’s problems are not confined 
to Carinthia. Gerhard Kurzmann, 
his top candidate in Styria, has 
been boasting in recent interviews 
of his membership of the extremist 
Waffen-SS veterans’ organisation, 
Kameradschaft IV (KIV). 

KIV's existence revolves around 
whitewashing  Hitler’s murderous 
Waffen SS. It regularly invites nazi and 
extreme-right groups such as the 
Hungarian National Front and the 
Flemish fascist Voorpost to take part in 
commemorations of “fallen and lost 
comrades”. None of this worries 
Kurzmann who describes KIV mem- 
bers as “respectable people” and talks 
of “soldiers who did their duty in a 
difficult period” and “don't deserve to 
get blamed all the time” 

It is people like Kurzmann who get 
in the way of Strache’s attempt to rid 
the FPO of its extreme-right image 
and claim moral justification on the 
basis of a nationalistic conservative 
ideology. 


SWEDEN 
Antisemitic 
hate crimes rise 


From Anders Dalsbro for 
EXPOin Stockholm 


ANTISEMITIC HATE CRIMES rose 
in Sweden in 2009, while white power 
motivated hate offences decreased. In a 
quarter of the antisemitic incidents, nazi 
ideology is regarded as the offenders’ 
underlying motive, according to a report 
from the Swedish National Council for 
Crime Prevention (Bra). The report cites 
no specific ideological motive for the 
other 75%. 

A total of 5,797 reported crimes were 
categorised as hate crimes of various kinds 
in 2009, a hundred fewer than in 2008. 
Of the 2009 figure, 555 were considered to 
have white power motivation, a fall of 140 
compared with 2008. 

The biggest change from 2008 is the 57% 
increase in antisemitic crimes from 159 in 
2008 to 250 in 2009. Of the anti-religious 
hate crimes, 42% were antisemitic, 33% 
were Islamophobic and 25% targeted other 
religions. Hate crimes with anti-religious 
motives as a whole declined slightly, from 
602 in 2008 to 591. 

The most common white power motiva- 
ted offences in 2009 were incitement of 
hatred, followed by vandalism and graffiti. 
Most (81%) white power related offences 
were considered to have xenophobic or 
racist motives. 

About a quarter of the reported crimes 
that are classified as white power motivated 
were seen as connected to an organisation. 
Of these, 43% were carried out by people 
linked to the nazi Swedes’ Party (formerly 
the People’s Front) and 23% by people 
connected with the even more violent nazi 
Swedish Resistance Movement. 

Of concern is that, as in previous years, 
schools were the most common crime scene 
in the white power motivated incidents. 
For a crime to be regarded as a hate crime, 
the offender's motive must be linked to 
ethnic background, colour or nationality, 
religious belief, sexual orientation or gender 
identity or expression. 

Since 2008, statistics of xenophobic 
and racially motivated hate crimes have 
also included crimes by members of 
minority groups against majority or other 
minority groups. In 2009, 77% of reported 
hate crimes were related to a minority 
group, 20% were between minorities 
and 4% were against victims of ethnic 
Swedish descent. | 


identity fascists 
manipulate French media 


Taz reports from Paris for Reflex and Antifa-Net 


IDENTITY BLOC (BI) fascists have 
exploited a new social 
networking craze to gain the 
attention of the media and 
Facebook users. 

The “Facebook drinking party’, 
or fapéro facebook, is a 
supposedly spontaneous and 
unauthorised mass “happening” 
arranged through the site. Events 
have often ended in violent 
incidents, including the recent 
death of a young man in Nantes. 
In response, the — French 
authorities are cracking down on 
public drinking parties that have 
not been notified in advance to 
local officials. 

Seeking to profit from the 
media uproar about these 
parties, the BI put out a call on 
Facebook at the end of May for a 
provocative wine and_ pork 
sausage party in La Goutte d’Or, a 
district in the north of Paris with a 
high immigrant population, 
mainly Muslims. 

The announcement came from 
a woman using a fake profile 
under the name of Sylvie 
Francois, who claimed to live in 
La Goutte d’Or. Its purpose was 
to “make a protest against the 
‘Islamic invasion’ of the district”. 

The call was picked up 
enthusiastically by the 
Islamophobic website Riposte 
Laique (Secular Response), which 
claims the support of left-wing 
activists, and quickly became a 
roaring Facebook success, 
beyond the BI’s wildest dreams. 

The BI and its youth section, 
the Apache Project, do not have 
the numbers to hold such an 
event and probably never really 
intended to do so but secretly 
ale) ol=re auar-i@e-) ele) |(e =e o)-lplauvelei te 
enable them to pose as “victims”. 
However, enthusiasm in 
melelariikie ical) -lale) caal-) 
attention of the media, which 
continued until the last moment 
to accept the existence of a 
“Sylvie Francois’, made the Bl’s 
leaders adjust their strategy. 


After a police ban was duly 
announced, the BI and elements 
around Riposte Laique declared 
they would gather at the Arc de 
Triomphe. The busy _ tourist 
location was a_ strategically 
perfect choice. The BI knew that 
there would be no opposition 
Licolanmianlanlie|cclae-w-lave i aaleu ofe)| (alah 
room for manoeuvre would be 
severely limited. 

On the appointed day, 18 June, 
the Bl’s leader, Fabrice Robert 
(pictured), who had conveniently 
absented himself in Nice, 
delivered a speech to the media 
and a large crowd referring to the 
“values of the — Republic’, 
provoking controversy in both 
iua\oilsi r-laveloyuatcim@i-lerdle]aiuce] cele] oy 

Among those at the Arc de 
Triomphe were the _ former 
bonehead leader Serge “Batskin” 
Ayoub, members of the student 
fascist strong-arm squad, Groupe 
Union Défense, and a mob of 
racist football fans from the 
Boulogne end of the Paris Saint- 
Tigeirciie ieee ivare,  ee)|| 
themselves Ligue 732 and claim 
links with the English Defence 
League. 

The BI was happily took all the 
credit. None of this appeared to 
worry those sections of the media 
that had allowed themselves to be 
ifeleline, tele Wace (erie) asia aliare) 
around after the “mysterious” 
Sylvie Francois. 


NETHERLANDS 
Freedom Party 
disqualifies 
itself from 
coalition (for 
the moment) 


From Jeroen Bosch for Alert! 
and Antifa-Netin 
Amsterdam 


WITH THE DUTCH political scene 
so fragmented, coalition talks have so far 
been inconclusive. Geert Wilders, the 
leader of the Freedom Party (PVV), 
which made the biggest gains in the 
election on 9 June, started off so eager to 
enter a coalition that he even dropped his 
party’s demand to maintain the pension 
age at 65. His potential partners, the 
Party for Freedom and Democracy 
(VVD) and Christian Democrats 
(CDA), want to raise it to 67. 

The CDA’s new leader, Maxime 
Verhagen, who remains Foreign 
Minister, rejected talks with the VVD 
and PVV. He wanted both parties to 
find common ground first, after which 
the CDA would enter negotiations. 
The CDA lost half its seats, making it 
the biggest loser of the election, and has 
been promoting its “modesty” and 
rethinking its programme. 

Wilders has refused seven invitations 
to enter talks with only the VVD and 
more or less disqualified himself from 
membership of a coalition. He has said 
that his party is “not willing to negotiate 
on the principles of the democratic state” 
and excludes cooperation with any party. 

He has already returned to his 
rightwing populist ranting mode in 
parliament. When a report highlighted 
alarming crime statistics among 
Moroccan boys, Wilders was quick to 
demand the creation of a police “special 
street terror unit” to “arrest, jail and kick 
out” offenders, harsher penalties and the 
denaturalisation of offenders after they 
have served their sentences so that 
they can “terrorise the streets of Rabat 
and Casablanca instead of Dutch cities”. 

Wilders has quit his seat on the 
Hague city council, after attending only 
five council meetings at which he never 
spoke or asked questions. Explaining 
his decision, he said he could not 
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Memorial to Anne Frank designed by an activist artist in Venlo to protest against a nazi march 
on her birthday 


combine his council work with leading 
the 24-strong PVV team in parliament. 

After the collapse of a second round of 
talks on a four-party coalition involving 
the VVD, Labour Party (PvdA), Green 
Left and the Liberal Democrats of D66, 
as Searchlight goes to press, Queen 
Beatrix has asked Ruud Lubbers, a three 
times former prime minister, to talk to 
party leaders and report back on how a 
new government can be formed. 

Meanwhile the PVV group in the 
European Parliament is lobbying to 
nominate Wilders for the Sakharov 
Prize for Freedom of Thought, awarded 
to people who stand up for freedom of 
speech and human rights. Former 
winners include Nelson Mandela and 
Burma’s opposition leader Aung San 
Suu Kyi. That the PVV nominates a 
bigot such as Wilders shows his party 
has lost contact with reality. 

Down in the gutters, Dutch nazis 
chose 12 June, the anniversary of the 
birth of Anne Frank, the worldwide 
symbol of the battle against antisemitism 
and fascism, as the occasion to stage yet 
another joint German-Dutch fascist 
march in the town of Venlo, organised by 
the Dutch People’s Union (NVU). 

The NVU’s leader, Constant Kusters, 
is still moaning about the outcome of 


complaints he filed with the police 
about last year’s nazi demonstration in 
the town. On that occasion the police 
were put under such huge pressure by 
anti-fascist protesters that they rushed 
the nazis through the streets, forcing 
them to skip speeches, and failed to 
guard the nazis’ cars, of which several 
suffered damage. 

Bullied by the German nazis of the 
Kameradschaft Aachener Land, Kusters 
complained but received no response. 
Asa result, he returned to Venlo with an 
application for another march. Mayor 
Hubert Bruls banned it but, as usual, the 
court overruled him, saying the mayor 
should request as many police as he 
thought would be needed to secure 
public order. 

On 12 June, only about 80 — half of 
them from Germany — of the 
announced 300 nazis answered the 
NVU’s call. Hundreds of police were 
mobilised to protect them from angry 
citizens, aided by an order of the mayor 
allowing them to arrest preventively 36 
people for merely being in the vicinity 
of the nazi parade. Again the 
march was an open display of Nazi 
symbolism, but only one German nazi 
was yanked out by the police — for 
making a Hitler salute. <_ 


BELGIUM Extremists caught in negative spiral 


From Wim Haelsterman for AFF/Verzet - RésistanceS in Brussels 


THE CATASTROPHIC results of Flemish 
Interest (VB) in Belgium’s recent 
federal election have not inspired the 
leadership of the extremist party to 
make changes, apart from sacking 
some parliamentary assistants. 

The VB lost a huge portion of its 
voters and five MPs in the election on 13 
June. As a result, the party’s state 
subsidy will be cut by 35%, imposing a 
major handicap on its ability to 
function. Over the past six years the VB 
has seen almost half its vote ebb away 
and the end of its troubles is not in sight. 

In late June, a former Miss Belgium 
and VB MP stated that the party is 
weak because its board has failed to 
make strategic long-term decisions, 


most members of its middle 
management are incompetent and 
it is beset by internal friction. 
Anke  Vandermeersch (pictured) 


pleads for a new and sharper profile 
for the party based upon 
“fundamental choices’. Some say this 
is the prelude for a new, radical and 
more aggressive style. 

Whether this would work is 


uncertain. The last election campaign 
incorporated some of the old “militant” 
stance of the VB, heavily inspired by 
Filip Dewinter and his supporters, but 
it produced no positive effects. 

The party no longer has a monopoly 
on the Flemish anti-establishment 
vote. People are increasingly bored 
with its rather old-fashioned “anti- 


everything’ style. This seems to extend 
to the VB’s former president Frank 
Vanhecke, who refused to participate 
in the June elections. 

Meanwhile the victorious Flemish 


nationalist New Flemish Alliance 
(N-VA) is attracting disproportionate 
media attention, pushing the VB ever 


further into the background. ~= 


GERMANY Nazis step up assault on democratic parties 


Michael Klein reports from Berlin for Antifa-Net 


OFFICES OF DEMOCRATIC 
parties have come under increasing 
attack from nazis. The night raids 
started last year and escalated after the 
successful anti-fascist blockade of 
the annual nazi demonstration in 
Dresden in February. 

In Saxony local offices of regional 
and federal parliamentarians suffered 
several attacks and in Brandenburg 
there have been more than 40 against 
Left Party offices alone. 

Slogans have been sprayed, buildings 
daubed and stickers plastered with a 
clear nazi content. One office of the 
Left Party in the small town of Kénigs 
Wusterhausen has been targeted seven 
times since March 2009. Elderly party 
activists have been frightened, but the 
nazis’ objective of intimidating 
democratic and anti-fascist activists 
generally has failed. 

While there have also been attacks in 
Schleswig-Holstein and Niedersachsen, 


it is the nazi hooligans in Mecklenburg- 
Vorpommern who are now most 
active, smashing windows, painting 
intimidating slogans and even trying to 
blow up a letterbox. The targets have 
mainly been activists and members of 
local councils and the regional 
parliament, not only from the Left Party 
but also from the Social, Free, and 
Christian Democrats. So far, no one has 
been arrested. 

While the nazi National Democratic 
Party (NPD) officially distances itself 
from this behaviour, its supporters 
on internet forums applaud it. 
In Mecklenburg-Vorpommern, the 
attacks multiplied after a call for action 
on a prominent nazi website urging 
“comrades” who have some spare time 
over the weekend to meet to discuss 
them. The site is registered in the 
name of David Petereit, the NPD’s 
second-in-command in the region. 

Nazis are expected to increase their 


attempts to intimidate their democratic 
opponents in the run-up to the 2011 
elections. An indication of their violent 
intentions emerged in early June when 
police raided more than 20 flats, cellars 
and garages in Brandenburg and 
Berlin, in search of evidence against the 
nazi Kameradschaft Markisch Oder 
Barnim (KMOB). 

More than 337 weapons, mainly 
knives, swords, knuckle-dusters and 
clubs, were confiscated. The KMOB, 
which dissolved itself a few days later 
in anticipation of a ban has organised 
several marches in towns around 
Berlin, but had to call off a march on 
10 July at the German-Polish border. 

KMOB’s violent nature was evident 
from its public pronouncements as 
well as its weapons hoard. When a 
KMOB march in Strausberg was. 
stopped by anti-fascists, its website 
threatened: “Never forget: in the end, 
the whip will crack”. <i 
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The seduction 
of unreason 


Alfio Bernabei 


A BOOK about the “British” woman 
who attempted to kill Mussolini and a 
film about one of the dictator’s mis- 
tresses provide two different examples 
of how fascism is being approached in 
the present time. One displays 
undiminished rejection and abhorrence 
at all that fascism stood for — in the light 
of reason, surely. The other colludes 
with the historical revisionism taking 
place in Italy, where the neofascist 
revival is not confined to the political 
arena but extends to the field of culture, 
including journalism, with huge 
repercussions in society as a whole. 

The Woman who Shot Mussolini, by 
Frances Stonor Saunders, is a biography 
of Violet Gibson who pulled the trigger 
on the dictator in Rome in 1926. 
Gibson, daughter of Lord Ashbourne, 
was Irish born, but spent most of her life 
in Britain and it was the British Foreign 
Office that dealt with her case. The shot 
she fired caused only a minor wound, 
but the fascists used the incident to 
suggest there was a conspiracy from 
abroad in order to compel foreign 
governments to keep an eye on the 
Italian anti-fascists who had fled 
the country. The British government 
promptly complied. Anti-fascists came 
under surveillance as potential 
terrorists. 

The book does not tell us how 
Gibson obtained the revolver, nor does 
it explain the origin of her lifelong 
hatred for Mussolini and fascism. 
She would have been in a position to 
observe the rise of Italian fascism in 
London from 1921 (the Italian fascists 
shared the same house, at 98 Great 
Russell Street, with Rotha Lintorn- 
Orman and her British fascists); she 
could have seen the blackshirts 
marching to Westminster in 1922 and, 
after the assassination of the Socialist 
leader Giacomo Matteotti in 1924, she 
would have had opportunities to get in 
touch with the very active Italian anti- 
fascist anarchists in Soho who were 
determined to have Mussolini killed. 

All this remains unexplored. On the 
other hand the author, while keeping in 


focus her central character, provides a 
rich analysis on the nature of fascism 
and does not forget to number its 
victims, from the “estimated three 
thousand deaths [that] scarred the 
fascist rise to power” to the “at least a 


million people that Mussolini’s 
dictatorship must have sent early to the 
grave”. As well as facts, this excellent 
book is informed by reason. 

Vincere, the recently released film by 
the Italian director Marco Bellocchio, 
also has a woman as its central 
character, living through the same 
historical span, but turns out to be a 
hagiographic portrait of a fascist, Ida 
Dalser, with all the emotional tricks of 
the trade to make viewers feel 
sympathetic towards her. In the closing 
credits we are even told that her tomb is 
unmarked, as if she deserved better 
recognition in the realm of martyrology. 

Dalser was so fanatically attached to 
Mussolini that she went mad when he 
failed to recognise their marriage. 
Her main aim in life was to be seen 
proudly at his side. The real tragedy of a 
country subjugated by a dictator did not 
remotely interest her. Some of the 
documentary material lingers on 
Mussolini’s virility. A bit of soft porn 
shows him as a great lover and a line 
that stands out has a character saying 
that women bedded by the dictator 
should consider themselves lucky. 

The book provides an educational 
experience. The film treats fascism as a 
cruel backdrop to a sentimental quarrel. 
Ironically, rather than leaving audiences 
horrified at the regime’s brainwashing 
strategy, it adds to the amnesia that is 
currently nourishing the trend towards 
historical revisionism and neofascism. 

Here perhaps lies, in more general 
terms, the cultural paradox that 
translates into a warning to anti- 
fascists: the paradox consists in seeing 
fascism made almost respectable again 


Violet Gibson hated Mussolini enough to 
shoot him, but caused only a minor wound 


in the very country that, having given 
birth to the movement and having seen 
its consequences, should feel a special 
responsibility to be at the forefront of 
combating its resurgence. How can this 
perversion happen? 

The warning is tied to the fact that 
the distance in time and the gradual 
passing away of a generation of direct 
witnesses to that tragedy leave plenty of 
room for the “end of history” and 
postmodernist interpretations, which 
can be exploited by the far right to 
hoodwink a new generation of people. 

Leaving aside for a moment the 
bunch of easily recognisable fascist and 
racist thugs with little or no education 
and media skills, who litter the neo-nazi 
dens, one has to keep an eye on what is 
going on in the more sophisticated 
arenas of colleges, universities, media 
outlets and film studios and pay 
attention to what Richard Wolin in his 
book The Intellectual Romance with 
Fascism from Nietzsche to Postmodernism 
(Princeton University Press) calls “the 
seduction of unreason”. 

Sometimes, pretending to carry the 
torch of their philosophical masters, 
Nietzsche, Heidegger, etc, modern neo- 
fascist leaders are quite capable of 
seducing, or attempting to seduce, 
intelligent people by cultivating 
“attractive” public images of themselves. 
Examples include Marine Le Pen, the 
“skilled media operator” daughter of 
the French National Front leader Jean- 
Marie Le Pen, and Jérg Haider, now 
dead, who played around with his 
sexuality to appear intellectually 
emancipated and somewhat fashionable. 

In Italy it is significant that both 
Forza Nuova (New Force) and the 
emerging leading neo-fascist outfit 
Casa [Ezra] Pound have shifted their 
attention from recruiting among 
football fans to setting up student wings 
and study centres. They are busily 
mounting “cultural programmes”, with 
conferences, book presentations and 
arts exhibitions. 

No movement or political party can 
hope to go very far without cultivating 
its intellectuals. Of course, some 
popular cultural trends can offer plenty 
of opportunities for the “seduction of 
unreason”. Could it be that aspects of 
postmodernism and relativism, which 
directly question the value to be placed 
on reason itself, can leave a breathing 
space for the revival of fascist ideas? ~«# 
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The David Irving trial and 
international revisionism. 
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ver 160 people packed into 

the upper hall at the 

University of London Union 
last month to discuss how the 
Labour Party could re-engage with 
local communities. The event, 
organised by Labour Friends of 
Searchlight, also brought together 
the candidates for the Labour 
Party leadership. 

Searchlight's Nick Lowles opened 
the conference with an explanation 
of why it had been organised. 

“It might appear a bit strange that 
Searchlight is holding a conference 


about the future of the Labour Party. 


We are, after all, an anti-fascist 
organisation who combats right 
wing extremism. 

“But it is precisely because we've 


been involved in the fig 
the BNP across the cour 
in co-operation with loc 
parties, that we believe 
have something to cont 
the debate.’ 

Dagenham and Rainhz 
Cruddas gave a keynote 
argued that Labour had 
the covenant between tl 
its traditional supporters 
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